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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


WARSAW PACT COOPERATION IN CIVIL DEFENSE DESCR ED 
Bucapest POLGARI VEDELEM in Hungarian No 1, Jan 81 pp 4-5 
[Article by Lt Col Miklos Molnar: “On Hungary's International Cooperation") 


{Text} At the end of the Fifth Five-Year Plan, we are preparing in every 

area of our lives to make an accounting of the results achieved. Civil defense, 
which is celebrating its Wth anniversary, is also analyzing the realization 

of its established goals and plans and is planning for the tasks of the coming 
planning cycle. In addition to the tasks fulfilled in the past 5 years--without 
claiming to be complete, but by way of orientation--it is appropriate to survey 
the development of international contacts in civil defense, from its beginning 
to the present. 


Reflecting on the international contacts in civil defense that have been 
formed with regard to their characteristics and content we can distinguish 
three basic periods of development. 


The first period lasted from the 1950's to 1965, when the civil-defense 
leaders of the socialist countries conferred in Moscow. 


The second period extended to — January 1975, when Warsaw Pact Defense 
Ministers’ Committee held its 7th session in Moscow. 


The third period comprises the tame since then. 
I, 


Di ing the first period of development, as in every area of life, bilateral 
cooperation in regard to civil defense--then still anti-aircraft defense-- 
developed first with the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union gave already in 

the early 1950's all kinds of technical assistance for the organization and 
development of Hungarian anti-aircraft defense, and provided the possibility 
for anti-aircraft defense officers to participate in theoretical and practical 
training in the Soviet Union. We have been making use of this opportunity ever 
since. 


Civil-defense leaders are systematically studying and creatively applying the 
experiences of civil defense in the Soviet Union, particularly the principles 














of population defense, and the system of functional leadership, the principles, 
the forms and the methods of operation of civil defense. Through systematic 
consultations, they are receiving new information and ureful experiences about 
mny subjects to acc ~plish current and future tasks, 


Thus during the first 15 years of civil defense--the firet period of inter- 
national cooperation--it was basically with civil defense in the Soviet Union 
that truitful bilateral cooperation developed, 


II, 


The year 1965 must be regarded as a highly significant milectone in the 
development of international cooperation. This is because in December 1965 
the civil-defense leaders of the soci: let countries at their Moscow conference 
formulated a joint standpoint by which individual socialist countries would 
create or modify their anti-aircraft or civil defense on basically the same 
principles, but taking into account local characteristice. They also agreed 
that when characteristics of national areas and organizations are taken into 
account, the tasks and unsolved problems of civil defenre also appear in 
similar ways in individual socialist countries. 


From what was said during the conference, it became quite clear that the 
participants became acquainted with such experience in the areas of construc- 
tion, development and modernization of civil defense that a frequent mutual 
exchange [of such experiences) would be advantajeous and desirable for all 
concerned for the successful and harmonious resolution of tuture tasks. 


The par .icipants in the conference cane to the conclusion that establishment of 
a closer contact and cooperation among che civil defense organizations »f the 
socialist countries was appropriate and recersary, taking into account national 
characteristics, relationships and possibilities. The conference recommended 
that cooperation be extended to multilateral joint technical consultations, 
sharing of tri ining methods, coordination of scientific research and to other 
areas of civil defense work as well. 


Thus the 1965 Mos.ow conference represented the starting point from which 
planned and organize? bilateral and multilateral international cooperation 
in many areas of civil Ccfense began. 


Follow.ng the conference, still in 1965, contact between Hungarian and Polish 
civil defense came about. On the basis of what was said at the conference, 

we looked for those areas where cooperation between us would be mutually 
advantageous. The Hungarian People's Republic and the Polish People's Republic 
do not share a common border, so there was no realistic basis for such kinds 

of practical cooperation as coordination of the tasks of civil defense along 
common borders, war-time cooperation, evacuation, accommodations, rescue, 
assistance, etc. Thus our cooperation takes the form of technical consul ta- 
tions, exchange of experiences and exchange of developmental results. The 
consultations are concerned primarily with questions of organization of 

















population defense and technical development of defense inatitutions, Con- 
sidering the realistic possivilities, our contacte will etill be directed 
toward coordinating scientific research, mutual exchange of experiences, 
and giving and receiving [information about) proven and adopted methods, 


Becawe of geographical characteristics, we have established similar contacts 
with the civil-defense body of the Bulgarian People's Republic. This 
relationship, in regard to ite content, is mainly at the ‘evel of the leader- 
ship and has taken the form of consultations on questions in the area of 
operations, The subject area of the consultations hase spread to questions 

of central and local military leadership, system for aiarm and notification 


of the population, and problems of organization, -raining and utilisation 
of specialized unite. 


Contacte with the civil defense body of the Romanian Socialist Republic began 
in July 1966. The Romanian civil defense leaders recommended estab] ishment 

and study of civil-defense contacts between counties along the border. We 
accepted the initiative gladly, since it agreed with the principles adopted 

at the Moscow conference, and the section of common border offered opportunities 
for practical realizas‘on of cooperation along a border. The first substantive 
discussions took place in Budapest, at which time we briefed the Romanian 
delegation with the situation of Hungarian civil defense, results achieved, 

and questions of organization and training. Following this, a civil-defense 
delegation at the leadership level was invited to Bucharest, where the 
Hungarian delegation obtained useful experience about the situation of Romanian 
civil defense, the organizational structure and basic tasks of the Romanian 
civil-defense forces. the system of material and technical supply, the 

training of civil-de.ense organizations, the country's alarm system, the 
principles of evacuation and relocation, as well as certain results and the 
directions for development of scientific research. 








Closer contact with the civil defense body of the GOR was introduced at a con- 
sultation held in July 1968 in Budapest, where we discussed experiences in the 
planning and organization of civil defense and the questions of war-time 
direction. %; the agenda were problems concerning the defense of the population 
as well as the role of the press and propaganda in training. We decided on the 
long-range tasks for cooperation, and compiled a plan for cooperation which 

was signed by the civil-defense leaders of the two countries. 


The accomplishment of the tasks established in the plan for cooperation provided 
useful experiences for the civil-defense organizations of both countries. 


The civil defense organizations of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and our 
country have worked out a plan for cooperation, the signifi ance of which is 
indicated by the fact that in addition to peace-time tasks, it also defined 
mutual assistance and cooperation during wartime. 


To practice the tasks of cooperation along a border, we held exercises with 
joint command and leadership in Uctober 1970, in which--according to the plan 
previously worked out--the civil-defense body of Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen County 








practiced the organization and direction of the tasks defined in the plans. 
On the basis of the experiences of the exercises=-to evaluate the reaulte 
achieved and the problems remaining, we conducted even larger joint exercises, 
which were obeerved by a high-level committee of party, estate and military 
personnel, 


Direct civil-defense cooperation with our southern neighbor, Yugoslavia, has 
hot been established, Sut they have made it possible for ue to study questions 
of civil defense arising from the Skopje earthquake by inviting a Hungarian 
civil-defense delegation, 


From the above brief listing of evente, it appears that during the first and 
second periods of international civil<defense cooperation conditions were 
established that served as the basis for qualitative changes in relationships 
and for raising cooperation to a higher level. 


Itt, 


We regard the third period of international cooperation as beginning with the 
1975 session of the Warsaw Pact Defense Ministers’ Committee. In our judgment, 
a change in our relationships took place after this tire. 


During the session, the commander of civil defense in the Soviet Union and 
general of the arm), A. T. Altyunin emphasized in his report that the contacts 
established among the countries belonging to the Warsaw Pact were essential 
elements for further increasing defense capability. He stressed that civil- 
defense contacts among Warsaw Pact member states must be broadened and made 
permanent. Organization of systematic and mutual ocientation to resolve the 
most important questions that have arisen in coordination of efforts will 
make it possible for us to utilize more economically the available experiences 
and resources for the defense of civil-defense forces, the population, food, 
water and livestock. He emphasized that the most important forms of coopera- 
tion for civil<defense comm «re of the socialist countries are information 
exchange and scientific-tec' al conferences. 


Beginning with the 1975 conference, ovr relationships with our allied countries 
have become more systematic and they have improved in quality and deepened 

in content. New, useful and effective forms of multilateral contact have 
evolved. 


Today we can already say that the principles of the 1975 Moscow conference 
directed toward further expansion and development of bilateral and multilateral 
relationships have been realized in accordance with the goals set. 


The programs achieved on the basis of the plans for work and events that were 
formulated have served well as a basis for the development of civil defense. 


The first such event was in August 1975 in the Soviet Union, with the parti- 
cipation of the civil-defense commanders %f our allied countries. At this 
conference, the participants received oreintation about the situation and the 


main directions and principles for development of civil defense in the Soviet 
Union. 





Through a display exercise arranged with military and civilian civil-defense 
forces within the framework of this event, the participante received a broad 
overview of preparations for defense of the population and material goods, 
and about modern principles and methods of rescue and relief, 


Within the framework of the series of events, the civil-defense leaders of the 
Warsaw Pact member states and other socialist countries observed civil- 
cefense leadership and tactical exercises in April 1976 in the Bulgarian 
People's Republic, The exercise was very instructive in regard to planning, 
organization and methods applied, It called attention t. many new principles 
and practical solutions, for example the role of classification of civil- 
detense forces and the system for directing then. 


The international consultation and display exercise organized in the Polish 
People's Republic in November 1976 served well to broaden cooperation. The 
display of the utilization of civil-defense units directed attention .o the 
significance and necessity of cooperation between civil-defense units and 
other organizations. It was demonstrated in practice that the specialized 
civil-defense ...'te are capable of cooperation in broad areas. 


In May 1977 in the German Democratic Republic an international civil-defense 
event took place that offered useful experience for the training of civil- 
deferse cadres, The participants obtained information al »ut organization 
and equipping of county civil-defense schools and other instructional 
institutions. 


In November 1977 a series of events was organized in our country on the subject 
of radiological, biological and chemical defense of material goods. In the 
opinion of the leaders of the Warsaw Pact member states, this event also pro- 
moted manysided cooperation and gave useful experience for planning, organiza- 
tion and practical realization of radiological, biological and chemical defense. 


Analysis and evaluation of civil-defense cooperation was an independent item 
on the egenda of the 1977 Budapest meeting of the Warsaw Pact Defense Ministers’ 
Committee, 


During the meeting of the Defense Ministers' Committee, our defense minister 
emphasized in his speech that the organization and continuing development of 
our civil defense has always been accomplished within the framework of 
cooperation with fraternal socialist countries and has bee. accompanied by 
utilization of joint results. Si ce its beginning, Hungarian civil defense-- 
in every period of its development--has been able to count on support and 
assistance from the socialist countries. 


In accordance with the resolution of the Defense Ministers’ Committee, an inter- 
national civil-defense display entitled "Hansag-Dunaj 78" was organized in 
March 1978 in connection with the accomplishment of exercises for commanders 

and leadership, which involved the civil-defense commanders of our country and 
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and also included the civil-defense 
commanders of districts and counties along the border. In the course of the 
exercises--the first such among Warsaw Pact member states--we carried out in 
practice all the joint tasks that are incumbent on us in consequence of the 

plan for cooperation. 

















As part of the organization of civil defense in the Soviet Union, an exercise 
connected with a display for commanders and leadership took place in 1979, in 
which national civil-defense bodies and border civil-defense organizations 
participated from the Soviet Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Mungary. 


The region covered by the exercise included a significant portion of the western 
and southwestern part of the area of the Warsaw Pact member states. The Length 
of the national borders of the countries participating in the exercise is some 
900 kilometers, 


In these republics Live 110 million people, of waich 15 million are located 
directly in the area covered by the exercise. A significant portion of the 
fraternal countries’ industry and several large economic centers and railroad 
junctions are centered here, An exceptionally important number of transporta- 
tion and energy lines pass through the area of the border counties. All 

this makes close cooperation between the fraternal countries necessary, so 
that we can provide the population of this region with reliable defense as 
well as help in recovering from the results of am enemy attack. 


In addition to international cooperation in civil defense and bilateral and 
multilateral exercises, consultations and meetings at the leadership level 
have become regular. In June of this year in Prague, and in October in Moscow 
the civil-defense leaders of the Warsaw Pact states held discussions on 
questions of defense of the national economies. 


Besides the leadership discussions, we are continuing regular consultations with 
the commanding officer. of civil defense of the Soviet Union, the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the Bulgarian People's 
Republic and the German Democratic Republic on various questions of mutual 
interest. 


In summary we can say that the cooperation in civil defense that has been 
established and is continuing to develop among the Warsaw Pact member states 
is generally contributing to the successful accomplishment of our common 
tasks and fulfillment of our international obligations. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


TRIBUNA PUBLISHES EXPLICIT ATTACKS ON SOLIDARITY 
Prague TRIBUNA in Czech No 16, 22 Apr 81 pp 8, 9 
[Article by Karel Horak: "'Independent' Unions--'nstrument of Counterrevolution" |] 


[Text] Recent developments in the Polish People's Republic 
have convincingly demonstrated once again that the socialist 
attainments of the Polish working people are seriously 
threatened, that antisocialist forces in this fraternal 
country, acting under a previously-elaborated scenario, are 
resolutely striving for the liquidation of the socialist 
system. 


Since the rise of the so-called independent unions, it has been clear that the 
initiators behiad their emergence were antisocialist forces whose principal objec- 
tive is a metamorphosis into an opposition political party which, at a propitious 
moment, would seize power by peaceful means and carry out counterrevolvutionary 
changes. Through clever concealment of the real aims, advocacy--with a good dose 
of demagogy--of certain justified workers demands, spreading of nationalism, and 
misusing religious feelings of citizens, these forces have succeeded in deceiving 
and luring into their ranks a large segment of the working class, and in carrying 
out their hostile activities in its name. The facts, however, clearly show that 
behind the "workers" demands and interests propagated by Solidarity, there lurks 
the intention of discrediting socialism, placing in jeopardy the leading role of 
the PZPR, disrupting the economy, strengthening the influence of the church, and 
creating an atmosphere of tension. anarchy, and chaos. 


As noted by Stanislaw Kania at the eighth session of the PZPR Central Committee, 
Sol] darity has been taken over by people whose program is anarchy, counterrevolu- 
tion, and liquidation of socialism. How far Solidarity's activity, which reached 
one of its peaks in January, can lead was openly stated in the West German DIE 
WELT of 3 February 1981 when it wrote: "Recent weeks have been witnessing a 
virtua. dismantling of communist state power...the process of crosion in Poland 
is assuming momentous proportions in every respect.” 


Aim to Deepen Crisis 


Following the eighth session of the PZPR Central Committee (of 9 February 1981) 
when the government of Wojciech Jaruszelski proclaimed a 90-day strike moratoria, 
all that had been clear from the very beginning emerged in all its stark realit,. 








The “independent” unions, in fact, rejected a halt in ati kes by conditioning 

it on the fulfillment of their demands. This was openly admitted by Solidarity's 
deputy chairman, Bogdan Lis, during hin visit with the Swedish Trade Unions: 
"Solidarity will refrain from future strikes only provided the government acceler- 
ates the resolution of urgent problems...Only if the government reaponds favorably 
to the union can it expect that we will cooperate." This position was nothing but 
gross coercion to force the government into a new retreat from socialist positions, 


Such demands of the “independent” unions indeed lie neither in the economic nor 
social area but rather in the political ephere. They include a broader indepen- 
dence of the courts from state power, restraints on the work of State Security, 
access to information media, reform of censorship, release of “political” pris- 
oners, registration of private farmers unions, and full pay to the workers for 
the days they were on strike. In exchange for a chimeric period of calm (i.e., 
without strikes), Solidarity was to be accorded more legal elbowroom for its 
activity, for influencing the workers, and especially for undermining socialism 
with impunity. 


We have sufficient experience from the cr’ ‘* years in Czechoslovakia to know what, 
in the terminology of the antisocialie i... «, is meant by “independence” of the 
courts and restraints on the work of S ‘e Security. It simple means a free hand 
for machinations by enemies of socials. for capitalist intelligence services 

and other anticommunist organizations. 


As unfolding events have demonstrated, however, the ' independent" unions were 

not concerned with resumption of work in the factories, an essential precondition 
for at least partial improvement of the economic situation and supply process for 
the population, so that the country might begin implementing the government's 
10-point program. It was clearly demonstrated once again that the slogans about 
defending workers interests, with which they so often operate, are only a false 
front with which the workers are to be deceived into cooperation. The aiw of 
Solidarity's demands was the achievument of political concessions directed against 
socialism, the deepening of social disruption, hindering state and party bodies 

in carrying out their normal duties, and whipping up an etmosphere in which anyone 
who disagrees and refuses to support Solidarity is branded ar enemy of Poland and 
its people. : 


Following the government proclamation on the strike moratorium (12 February 1981), 
the "independent" unions reverted to their prepared scenario and began organizing 
a permanent campaign for strikes and unrest. No sooner had one strike been 
"extinguished" by the adopted agreements that another was “burning” in another 
location, usually even more extensive than the one before and carrying with it 
demands to be met immediately. Not a single day passed without Solidarity probing 
major and minor conflicts involving threats, without some strike somewhere on the 
broad horizon. These were purposefully organized provocations against the govern- 
ment, the PZPR and their officials. Antisocialist forces were prubing to see how 
far they could go after the eighth PZPR Central Committee session, how the govern- 
ment would react, while, at the same time, demonstrating their capability to 
paralyze life in the country. 





Aim ls Liquidation of Socialism 


Solidarity and the antisocialist forces have entered into an open political struggle, 
the struggle for power, The entire country was flooded with priuted matter, leaf- 
lets and posters, with hostile, antisocialist content. In many of these, there 

was the demand that PZPR members in Solidarity must decide which set of statutes 

is binding for them--Solidarity's or the party's. Many of the leaflets carried 
pletures of the gallows, there were open calle for violence, aurders and bloodshed, 
communists were threatened, the party attacked and discredited, 


There was enormous ideological pressure which was to create within the party and 
among citizens the impression that the past 36 years of socialist construction 
were nothing but a collection of mistakes, shortcomings and illegalities, that 
everything the party had done was bad and served only a handful of officials, 
rather than the people. Attacks on party and state representatives intensified, 
party members were subjected to psychological pressures, with the aim of weakening 
their loyalty to the party, undermining their confidence in socialiem and its 
values, and thus totally paralyzing the action capability of party ranks. 


Also serving toward this end are past and present calle for retribution for the 
suppression of the activities of antisocialist forces in 1956, 1970, and 1976, 
demands for the rehabilitation of those who had organized such antisocialist 
actions of those years, and punishment of the "guilty," i.e., those who had 
struggled against these antisocialist phenomena. A number of Solidarity organiza- 
tions even demanded that monuments be erected to the participauts of the anti- 
socialist initiatives, that these events be investigated again, and that severe 
measures be taken against those who had frustrated these hostile endeavors. 
Demands for punishment of those who in March 1968 fought against the activites of 
the antisocialist forces at Warsaw universities were also heard at an assembly 
which on 8 March 1981, on the 13th anniversary of these “events,” was organized 

by the so-called Independent Student Union and Solidarity at Warsaw University. 
The justified punishment of proponents of antisocialist and Zionist forces who 
had organized the student protest in March 1968, was branded a symbol of brutal 
persecution of freedom of thought and destruction of national culture. At the 
student assembly, as well as at a subsequent “scientific seminar,” Solidarity's 
representative, A. Walentynowiczova, as well as the principal proponent of the 
antisocialist forces, J. Kuron, grossly attacked the Polish party and state leader- 
ship, socialiem, and Poland's friendship with the Soviet Union. 


The purpose of these campaigns--as was the case in Czechoslovakia in 1968-69, is 
nothing but an attempt to present historical events in a distorted sense, to 
literally turn history “upside down.” It is a matter of providing the leaders 
of the antisocialist forces with satisfaction for past attacks on socialism, of 
bedecking them with an aura of heroes, and thus make them more credible in the 
future. On the other hand, all those who had participated in the containment 

of the antisocialist elements are presented as enemies of the nation and its 
people. 


How could it be otherwise? For, indeed, those who stood behind the antisocialist 
demonstrations of March 1968 were--as noted on 9 March 1981 in ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI-- 
people like Kolakowski and Brus who today are advising the antisocialist forces 











from abroad, while the tone of the student demonstrations of March 1968 had been 
set by Michnik and Modgelewski who represent the antisocialiet forces in Poland, 


Protection of Antisocialist Porces 


An important role in Solidarity campaigns wae played by attacks against the security 
organs and their members. it was demanded that they be recalled from their posi- 
tions and punished for doing their duty against the undermining of socialism in 
years past. Every action of the security services against certain Solidarity 
members for breaking valid Polish laws (e.g., occupation of state premises, posses- 
sion of illegal printed matter), wae magnified, given a different interpretation, 
and presented as harasement, restricting freedom, and an attack on Solidarity as 
a whole. According to UPI, Solidarity on 25 February 1981 established a special 
commission which is to investigate abuses of power by Polish security services. 

The aim ie again the same, i.e., to discredit the security organs in the eyes of 
the people, cause a feeling of uncertainty among ite ranks, and to cripple their 
activity as much as possible, thus making impossible eny security moves against 

the antisocialist forces. 


Along with an intensification of hate-filled attacks on party organs and officials, 
as well as on all those who are defending socialist principles, Solidarity has 
placed under its protective wing the proponents of the antisocialist forces, 
including members of the so-called Confederation for Independent Poland, against 
whom court proceedings have been instituted for antistate activity, disruption 

of Polish alliances, and cooperation with capitalist intelligence services. 
Following the prosecutor's charges against Kuron and Michnik of slandering and 
ridiculing the Polish nation and the socialist system, Solidarity announced that 

it would not permit any harassment of KOR members. By ite standards, therefore, 
nobody can be prosecuted--this would be considered repression for political beliefs. 
Consequently, according to Solidarity, the defense of socialism and the struggle 
against subversion of the socialist system, is a breach of legality. Turning 
reality upside down is, after all, typical for every type of counterrevolution. 
In our country too in 1968, those who defended socialism were branded obsolete 

c. Seervatives and enemies of the republic and its people, while CIA agents, 

cow -rrevolutionaries and revisionists became saviors of the nation. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


FRG COMMENTARY ON GDR DISSIDENT HAVEMANN'S NEW BOOK 
Frankfurt/Main PRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in Geraan 7 Feb 61 p i2 


[Article by Hane Herbert Goets, datelined Berlin, 6 February: "“'Real Socialism Is 
No Socialiem'=-Robert Havemann's Trip to ‘Utopia'") 


[Text] Political utopias are as old as man's ability to ponder his existence. One 
has been able to read about them since Plato and particularly since Thomas Morus, 
who in 1516 invented the nonexistent country, the island of Utopia, which was said¢ 
to be ruled by reason, Those partly eerie, partly airy models came into being in 
batches from time to time, Our time, for ite part, ie characterized by such a batch 
of utopias, dissimilar though their types be, ranging from Aldous Huxley's 
"Brave New World" (1932) to Ernst Juenger's liopolis” (1949) or Hermann Hesse's 
"Glasperlenspiel" to George Orwell's "1984" (1950). Now, in the past few years, 

a new type of utopia has emerged against the apocalyptic but increasingly real back- 
ground of the progressive destruction of the environment and the realivation that 
the resources of the crust of the earth are “final” in the literal sense of the 
world. This type of utopia is based on the fact that the Western, and lately also 
the Eastern, industrialized countries no longer, as in the past, will be able to 
continue their economic policy ad infinitum, Of a sudden, the magic word "growth" 
is appearing in a pale light. The sponsors have been the reports of the Club of 
Rome, particularly the second one. Herbert Gruhl and Erhard Eppler are among those 
who have issued this warning. 


On the Eastern side, Wolfgang Harich in 1975 was the first to pose the provocative 
question, “Communiem or growth?" In doing so he outlined the model of a radical 
rationing economy as the only way out--a “horrible” one, as he himself admitted. 

Now Robert Havemann, with his book "Morgen: die Industriegesellschaft am S-heideweg, 
Kritik und reale Utopie" (Tomorrow: Industrialized Society at a Crossroads, 
Criticiem and Real Utopia), published by Piper, shows that even after the grotesque 
surveillance--bad for him and disgraceful as far as the GDR is concerned--his 
thinking has remained rebellious. 


The constreccion is clear. First there are the “proofe" that neither capitalism 

nor really existing socialism in their traditional variants will be in a position 

to solve the production and distribution problems approaching mankind, and especially 
industrialized countries, with breakneck speed. In the end there is the attempt by 
a Marxist, convinced as ever of the possibility of “socialist democracy" (albeit 














one that etill needs to be developed), to describe the elements of a new Marxiem 
conceived seither by the politbureaucracy nor by leftiet particulariste. in be- 
tween, touching in part, there is the lOO=page report of a trip by the Havemann 
family to “Utopia,” to the country of our hopes,” established in Yugoslavia, There 
is no money any longer, 411 existing taboos and rules of morality have been suspented 
and the military and automobile and afr transport have been abolished. Apart from 
emergencies, when the helicopter performa needed services, the donkey .s the most 
important means of transport, Under such “preconditions” the problems of raw 
aacterial and energy suppi, understandably turn out to have been “solved” from the 
start, 


If thie partly amusing description of Utopia belonge among entertaining leisure 
reading, other portions of the book are of a harder quality. "Capitalism" probably 
is not tasen to task too seriously by Havemann because he thinks Marx hae said all 
that there is to say about it and, in the view of solid Marxists, time has run out 
on capitaliom as it is. Like patriarch ™ « before him, the author goes so far as 
to concede certain merits to “capitalier''=-particularly the partly quite benefi-ctal 
consequences of that “most vehemeat unleashing of productive forces." These, even 
Havemann thinks, if only they were utilized properly, couid enable the entire 
populacion of the earth to live a life without need and misery. “The cruelty and 
violence, the injustice and lust for power" inherent in the system, in his opinion, 
render it incapable of mastering the pending crisis of existence of mankind, 


What Havemann has to say quite universally about the failure of “real socialism,” 
particularly in the economic sphere, might be contained in any Western textbcok 
presenting a comparison of systems, “Real socialism is not socialtem," he says, 
“and its planned economy is not a planned economy,” Even a supercoumputer which 
probably will never exist, will not be able t. solve the valuation problems, he 
adds. In competing with capitalism, real socialism will “only try to reproduce all 
the economic absurdities, without being able to utilize a single advantage of that 
competitive system, Its historic mission--namely, to demonstrate to all the wor 
that socialism differs fundamentally from capitalism not only politicaily but alsv 
as regards its economic aims--it wil abysmally fail to accomplish.” 


Somber prospects, then, for East and West. But in what direction should Western 
and Eastern industrialized sociec.es move to avoid the catastrophe which, in the 
final analysis, can only end in wars, Havemann asks, considering that the situation 
is one “in which bourgeois society is still capitalistic but hardly democratic 

any longer, and reel socialism is no longer capitalistic but not yet socialist and 
not yet democratic’? In the communist countries, he says, contrary to what Bahro 
has proposed, the situation cannot be changed by a new “league of communists." 
Rather the fight can be waged only within the party, because "the comrades and 
officials of the SED, including the comrades in the Politburo, are not enemies and 
adverseries who rust be fought tooth and nail." The most important thing is a “vast 
expansion of the debate about democracy and socialism,” wherever that is possit *-- 
in plants, schools and universities--without “ever violating legality. The fre . 
dom of public debate, discussion, criticism, codetermination and to strike must be 
fought for and achieved step by step." Havemann recommends referring back to texts 
of Rosa Luxemburg, who in his opinion considered "dictatorship of the proletariat" 
and “socialist demecracy” to be one and the same. The chances are that Havemann, 











who did not yet draw on the Polish developments in hie book, knowe himself that 
such hopes in turn have to be relegated to the realm of utopia in the GDR, 


And what about the West? Here, according to Haveaann, the Maraist methods continues 
to be serviceable, According to Marx, the revolucion fully attains ite required 
atrength only when, owing to the worsening classe contradictions, the existing pro- 
duction relationships become the crucial obatacle in the way of the further develop- 
ment of the forces of production, “Such a situation could not yet be said to exist 
by the sixties and early seventies of this century in any country af the world, let 
alone in prerevolutionary Russia, Only in the late seventies and now in the early 
eighties, there has been developing the kind of estructural crisis of capitalism 
which has the character. stic features postulated y Marx for revolution to come to 
fruition.” In other words, only now has the time come at last for the Marxian 
theory about change to take effect, Havemann does realize that Marxist theoreticians 
have often thought that tois “change” wae at hand, but he says eo far they have all 
been mistaken. 


The mechaniem of change Coes not take its course entirely automatically, however, 
because the new revolution "can triumph only if it ie set in motion !, the united 
force of the broad masses who have realized that it means salvation for them from 
acute danger." If Rudolf Bahro seeks new allies for the revolutionary change among 
the Alternatives, the women, the intellectuals, Havemann sets his sights on plante 
and trade unions as the revelutionary potential. He primarily takes to task the 
unions which in “thinking ahead to the objective” (reorganization of the division 
of labor, shaping of the labor process in line with human requirements), and in 
general in the ephere of “creative Marxiem,"” eo far have not come up with the needed 
answers. Like Bahro, Havemann knows that communism so far has not succeeded in 
winning over the workers in the West for ite ideas. The new frontlines of the 
struggle, therefore, should be in the plants and also in the public forums, in the 
institutes of the associat!ons, in the arts, an literature, in the theater. And 
finally Havemann's economic and ecological ideas come around to what one might 

have expected hereabouts--a shortening of the workweek down to 20 hours as the 

only possilility of reducing and finally eliminating unemployment and utilization 
of leisure time, entirely in the spirit of "Utopia." 


At this point, reading the book becomes especially irritating. The "do-nothing 
society" propounded by Havemann and promoted by the unions cannot solve the problems 
of this century. If one manages--if one were to manage--in the system of the market 
economy to give the right signals to enterprises and consumers, to maintain competi- 
tion and get a grip on inflation, the waste of raw materiale and other ills would 
be halted. This is possible provided that we keep a clear head. Utopias generally 
make for ontertaining reading, but Havemann's book does show that the economy turns 
out to be unsuitable for utopias. That field is a rocky one. 
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THE END OF STABILITY 
Paris MAGYAR FUZETEK in Hungarian No 8, 1981 pp 45-62 


[An interview in Vienna with Zoltan Zsille and Anna Balajthy; appeared in issue 
No 3 (January-March 1981) of the Austrian journal GEGENSTIMMEN } 


[Text] [Question] Profound social processes have begun in Poland. What is 
your opanion about these? 


[Answer] 7Zsille: © t me start at some distance. In totalitarian, one-party 
systems striving for state omnipotence in every area of life important differences 
in political view are already expressed in the definition of the concent of 
opposition itself. These systems regard themselves as culmiiations of historical 
development in which society is becoming perfect within itse)f in such a way that 
the planning center, the politburo of the party, criticizes .tself and is its own 
“opposition.” In this way they have played out a hundred tines that nauseating 
game in which the seme dictator or the same political committee announces a new 
line every few years, and carries it out with the same apparatus. The functionary 
whom they ordered to ‘o ‘he opposite yesterday will today be the enthusiastic 
executor of the new command or will be condemned as an enemy for his faithfulness 
or obedience of yesterday. Thus in principle even within the party there can be 

a counter-opinion only as a private person. If it is this way within the party 

it is even more so in the case of a simple citizen. A member of the opposition 

in the original sense of the word, tha: is, one who follows other social ideals, 
who imagines a different politica! system or a different ec wic structure or 

at the least demands an exchang of accouterments, is called an enemy in che 
“existing socialist" systems. 


In Hung even some of the opposition consider this legalistic judgment of 
differences in view or political debate ,ustified. They protest against the 
title “opposition” and call themselves internal critics and try to get themselves 
accepted in the eyes of the power as believers in some sort of “true socialism," 
in a thevlogical sense, or as researchers of a no less obs-ure "all-social 
interest," as “constructive” critics who stand outside bic are for that reason 
reliable, well-meaning and harmless This be wvior har two negative results: 

in the first place they completely lose the trust and good-will of the men of 
the regime; while those disgusted by the regire do not understand wuat they are 
actually criticizing and in what respect they op,ose the political line of the 
Kadarists. 





















Tragic expertences and a very just fear of new catastrophes or sacrifices of 
blood make it possible to understand this position and role which, for tactical 
reasons, is aleo followed by the other large group of the opposition in their 
public role. They do not question the syetem in basic questions; in connection 
with these they talk only of reforw, or they do not speak about them at all, 


Whether this involves religious trembling or a protec:ion of incognito--I 
understand them: these are variations of the Bolshevik world picture ond style 
of political behavior. i understand, because for a brief time I also was a 
prisoner of Bolshevik thought and action. I no longer accept either. Tactics 
is a question of detail: one can argue about what is good when, but in a police 
state with a human mask, like Hungary, it ie largely a matter of luck. The 
esvential differen:e between the legalistic o »sosition and those on tne black 
list, like myself, is not in our froctics but rather in the fact that we are 
striving for a fundamental change of the system. From that and only from that 
do we expect a solution of the fundamental sccial problems, economic prosperity, 
democracy, a legal system which aspires to justice, life worthy of a man and the 
solidarity and community of men governing themselves with an independent state. 


Let us not confuse goals and means. We should understand if someone does not 

want or does not dare to utter the word revolution in East “urope. Especially in 
vungary, where up to now the only revolution broke out in the Sovie. camp and 
where it was bloodily suppressed with extraordinary brutality. Our political 
action must be guided by wisdom and humanism and must be aided by the immensely 
rich fighting methods of national, civil and popular resistance. But my goals, 
those of my friends and the goal of many Hungarians can be realized only if 
revolutionary changes take place. We should demand these, however meekly, however 
cleverly and in whatever style. 


After this, let us look at the changes in Poland, Those whe believe in the 
socialist system's capacity for reform can feel themselves justified with respect 
to the results achieved, the demands made and the direction of events as can those 
who, like myself, rule this out. I consider the changes, the achievements and 
especially the demands to be of a revolutionary character. We could also call 
them radical reforms; but the essence is that what is expressed in the signed 
agreements is a victory won with their own strength by a society and by citizens, 
oppressed by the party and state, and is a defeat of the party and state. But 
this is only on paper, which in the eyes of the communists has never meant 
anything, because the only thing they respect is power. So every day and every- 
where they must fight anew for what has been achieved, to defend and implement 
agreements. But that which has been born in this way will be a different society, 
that is democracy, and means the fall of the totalitarian system, the despotism 
of the communist party. And this also means that the Soviet Union has lost its 
power over one of the significant provinces of its empire. I consider it obvious 
that as long as the Soviet Union does not collapse, or does not give up the 
eastern European countries in some fantastic new constellation, at some fantastic 
price, it will not let them go of its own free will. To presume that they would 
would be a tragic naivete, like that of the Imre Nagy group who believed the 
promises in 1956 that they could freely return home from the Yugoslav embassy. 
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l aw convineed that the Pole's too, know thie very weal. They have experienced 
that what chey achieved was not a gift, but they had to fight for it, Those whe 
greet the victory of the independent trade unions as prowf of the reformability 
of the system still take the position chat in essence socie:y ie identical with 
the state, the state with the party, and that the party is che chief depositary 
of progress and democracy. 


The truth is just the contrary. Society is that which is reformable, or capable 
of acting in a revolutionary manner, despite every repress’on of alien rule, 
the communist party and the police state. 


[Question] You speak of the colonial character of the relationship of the Soviet 
Union and the eastern European countries. What does this mean? 


[Answer] Zeille: One of our friends, who was sentenced to 5 years in prison for 
his activity in 1955 and who is now dead, formulated it this way, that every 
essential question concerning Budapest is decided in Moscow. Naturally they do 
not deal in the capital of the empire with such details as, for example, whom 

an ephemeral journalist can bark at in ELET ES IRODALOM. But what is really 
important militarily, politically and economically (the war economry)--where the 
road should lead, what role Hungary should play in the mediatory trade in western 
products which fall under a ban for the Soviet Union, or who should be premier. 
This is prescribed by the Soviet authorities, and it definitely cannot be 
debated. To strengthen the effectiveness of control and simplify execution, 
those sitting in key positions are those who receive good grades in Moscow (a 
Significant number of them were trained there), who have good Soviet contacts 
(perhaps by marrying into a Soviet family); the classical Stalinist solution is 
for chem to be high ranking officers of the Red Army or of the KGB, if they are 
Soviet citizens. Those who do not fit this mold can justly feel .hemselves to 
be in a threacened sttuation because either they attained their positions by 
chance, by oversight, or they were the tools of some sort of aisplay policy, and 
if control becomes more strict or there is a change in [the policy] line they 
will be the first to be thrown out of their positions. 


Let us take, for example, the case of Gyorgy Aczeol. Even here and there in the 
West he is given status in productions financed from the East in order to indulge 
amateur ambitions or play the chief liberal. He who regards himself as a key to 
liberalism because he went as far as one can go--and he is not too popular in 
Moscow--really owes his position to the fact that he is always ready to deal 
himself with the "concomitant phenomena" of his pseudo-liberal cultural policy 
and, further, to the fact that he has gained sufficies* experience in the cadre 
and social psychological problems of intellectual circles (fed on demagogy) so 
that he is more effective in diverting them than the “honest, sincere" dogmatists. 


[Question] You just spoke of national and civil resistance. Can we speak of a 
worker opposition in Hungary? 


[Answer] Zsille: The plebian-popular opposition is the most lively in Hungary. 
But practically speaking the joke is the only form of political expression for 
them. The Hungarians even joke about strikes: 
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"Why are there no strikes in Hungary?" 
“Because no one would notice them." 


Of course, even the reactionary collaborators like to tell this joke; like 
everything, they explain thie also according to their taste: "We are poor, but 
we live well," “we work so that others can get on," ete. In other words, people 
live vell in Hungary, but nobody works. In reality what ia involved is that 
today everyone tries to manage his own manpower and see to i: that he and his 
enjoy the fruits of his labor. There is an awful lot of work of an awful lot of 
people behind the tourist mirage of contemporary Hungary. The Hungarian worker 
works more than his colleague in western Europe, only not in one place and not 
in 8 hours. He could not live on that. 


Balajthy: Perhaps the strike is not inetitutionalized so obviously as in Poland, 
one may not know who the Leaders are, their demands are not always collected into 
points (although this happens too), for the most part they remain economic 
demands (although for the regime every counter-opinion takes on a political color 
and immediately endangers the entire superstructure), but it is a fact that there 
are constantly strikes in Hungary for economic demands; they simply put down their 
tools ind do not work. Larger or smaller plants, parts of plants, factories, 
factory units. Of course, the leadership always tries to isolate these strikes 

as much as possible and come to an agreement as soon as possible, before news of 
the event spreads. 


Zsille: In general they did come to an agreement, and the workers are getting what 
they asked for... 


Balajthy: At least temporarily; later they will try to take it back from them 
quietly. 


Zsille: We could give very many examples of strikes, Let us take one. An 
instrument factory wuld have liked co get a higher price for one of its products 
from the Soviets. The delegation was already up in Moscow to explain to the 
Russians: New, more expensive and better parts were being built into the 
apparatus, it was worth more. Of course, they should have shown a prototype in 
order to do this. But it was still in some provincial factory unit, hu if 
finished. 


Balajthy: A typical example of socialist management is complete chaos,... 


Zsille: They called desperately from Moscow to send the apparatus, because it 
had to be on the table in two days. Pest called the factory unit, that it had to 
be ready by morning, then they would send it by plane. The answer: Sorry, no 
go, the parts were not sent in time, and the people commute from the villages, 
and cannot work overtime because they would miss the train, Telephone calls back 
and forth. Finally it turned out that it could be done somehow, but that it would 
cost money. The chiefs may have been wagering for a government decoration, and 
then the premium, 50,900 to 100,000 for the year. So they would have to pay for 
it. A typical strike situation: If you pay, we work; if you do not pay, we do 
not work. I rather imagine that here, as in very many cases, what was involved 
was not the work, but rather whether they would hand over the expensive apparatus 
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vr wot, Because probably it was already finished, only it was hidden, They 
handed it over, the plane could take it, and the workers got a thousand each, out 
of pocket, because you cannot put something like thie in the books. The result of 
the strike: a week's pay in one day. 


Of course, the chief method of struggle is moving on. 
[Question] Didn't they want to ban this? 


Balajthy: They are always trying. An example: Ede Horvath, the "red baron," 

the talked about at home and praised even in the West, has such influence in Gyor- 
Sopron Megye and such a following within the megye party committee that he can 
convince Megye factory directors that: if anyone leaves the Raba-Man he cannot 
get work anywhere in the megye, and maybe only 200 kilometers away. Thus maybe 
people would think twice about leaving. And maybe if he decides that he would 
rather work there, he will keep his mouth shut. It is a cartel.... 


Zeille: ...againet the chief method of the worker's struggle. At the time of what 
they call the economic reform it was a general tactic for the workers and generally 
the most talented to constantly change jobs; they would go, let us say, into an 
auxiliary plant of a producer cooperative for a 2 forints higher hourly wage; then 
when the auxiliary plant was closed or failed they would go back to their old job, 
for another raise of 2 forints. So the reward fur the "faithful ones" was a loss 
of 4 forints. 


[Question] It now appears that they want to continue the reform. Do they want 
competition, higher efficiency? 


{Answer} Zsille: Efficiency was always a slogan. The question of work and plant 
organization, for example; I do not now how many times this has come before the 
supreme party forum, how many times they passed resolutions about it. Every two 
or three years they put out the same slogans, word for word, and then nothing 
happens, or if it does it is nicely undone in a little while. 


Balajthy: This system is incapable of economic efficiency. 


zZsille: This is a function of centralism, which will be the chief aspiration 
of the system until the entire world is one enterprise. 


[Quest.on] dat decentralization is taking place in Hungary now, is it not? 


[Answer] Balajthy: In the final analysis decentralization is not in the interest 
of the state; what is involved is an ideological trick. 


Zsille: The concentration of power means economically that they try to hold an 
ever greater mass of people and assets in one hand. The decentralization slogans 
always appear after the completion of a gigantic centralization epoch and the 
creation of mammoths larger than ever before, the accumulation of an even 

greater bankrupt estate. In my opinion this creation of large factories is a 
deadend not only in the East but also in the West, the organization of junk- 
manufacture. 
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[Question] Who actually decides what will be manufactured? 


Ralajthy: Frequently they decide at the highest level even about che most minor 
products, if it affects milicary or political interests. If it is decided in 
Moscow or if a minister likes something on a foreign trip then half the country 
will manufacture it and the populace must buy it, I do not know, for example, 
whose idea it was but once the producer cooperatives received loans only for 
planting poplars. And they planted them--on the best fields. This was a very 
spectacular " evelopment.” Or when there was the grape planting program, they 
bestrewed the Great Plain and a number of other places [with grape vines] which 
were not suitable for quality wine production. In the meantine they let the 
historic Hungarian wine country go to ruin or they deliberately ruined it, 
pursuing a grape planting program with investments which won't pay for themselves 
in 10 years, if ever. 


[Question] Who, what sort of people, stand behind the reform program? 


Balajthy: One should know about the reform guard, the believers in independence 
and decentralization, that they were the ones who started the most reactionary 
program of the last decade of Hungarian politics, the uniting of villages and 
co.peratives, as a result of which one-third of the villages in Hungary lost 
their independence and came under joint administration. They also united the 
agricultural and consumer cooperatives, which now sometimes cover ten or eleven 
communities, with the terribly idiotic excuse that this would create optimal 
operational size. One-third of the country was simply erased from the map, 
making decision making and voting impossible. They took away our jobs, shops, 
treins, buses and schools. They even organized the parishes into districts; the 
priests zigzag among 4-5 villages, performing christenings, marriages and burials. 
And it is not certain that they will arrive in time to administer last rites. 


[Question] Are not such questions debated in advance at social for s? 


Zsille: Sure, they are. Then they do everything just as they had already decided 
in advance. For example, there was a debate in MAGYAR NEMZET about whether 

there should be a streetcar on Rakoczi Street. The larger half of the contributor 
were of the opinion that there should be. The debate was closed and the streetcar 
service was eliminated. 


[Question] Sut I think that even such debates have limits? 


Balajthy: Yes. For example, Minister Pal Romany fell when he spoke on TV against 
the unification of procucer cooperatives. 


[Question] So people come to see sooner or later that there is no sense in 
participating in the debates? 


[Answer] Zsille: Precisely. The majority of people simply do not believe that 
their opinion will be taken into consideration. I frequently participated in 
so-calied production conferences. In general as a sociologist, doing research 
on factory democracy, but also as a worker, when I worked in a factory. The 
majority of people simply wouldn't think of goir, to these meetings. There were 
some who spent time there until it was t‘ne for the train, because it was warmer 
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than at the station. To what would they speak? At the beginning they read the 
figures on factory plan fulfillment, of which they do not understand a word, then 
a couple of birds who are still young or already senile, or crazy~--generally 
always the same ones-~-get up and say for the twentieth or fiftieth time that the 
lavatory is disgusting, that the exhaust isn't working, etc. The others laugh at 
them, or sleep. They know that nothing will happen. 


Balajthy: I think that we will slowly get beyond this apathy, which was a 

salubrious product of consolidation. For a time--for a long time--Kadarism was 
able to make the majority of people feel that it was senseless to speak up. But 
now, as a result of Poland among other things, I think this is coming to an end. 


Zsille: Simply because they have experienced enough times that there is no sense 
in speaking up, that they should not speak up. 


[Question] So? 


[Answer] Zsille: In many places the bosses no longer dare even take a stroll in 
the factory courtyard. They are afraid that they will be subject to questioning, 
that they will be asked how long it will be necessary to work in poisoned air. 
Sometimes a lower ranking official or a leader infuriated by something will stand 
with the workers. I remember one case in the Ganz-Mavag when the trade union made 
use of its veto right and stopped production in one of the plants because it was 
hazardous to life. On paper the trade unions have a veto right to stop production 
despite an opposing directive of the economic leaders in such cases, or if the 
workers are given tasks outside their sphere of work or if they are forced to 
work for a wage lower than prescrived. I have not heard, however, that this 

has happened elsewhere. And even here the oniy result was that the trade union 
secretary was removed, and production continued. 


Balajthy: You can see this in the accident statistics. 


Zsille: When the Central Control Committee was discussing the matter of my appeal 
there were two expelled party members also who had been leaders who ran into a 
matter similar to that of the Ganz-Mavag trade union secretary. One had dealt 
with labor protection in a pharmaceutical factory. He reported in a letter that 
there was danger of an explosion in one of the planis, that »roduction should be 
halted. They did not halt it, there was an explosion and two people died. But 
his letter disappeared, and since he was a naive man he had no copy of it. If he 
had been "clever" he could have gotten through with a minor disciplinary charge, 
but he grasped at every straw to prove that he had not been responsible for the 
accident, because he had reported the danger, but his chief had destroyed the 
letter. They started proceedings against him at three levels; he was written up 
for slandering his chief, and since he could not prove that he really had written 
the letter the court condemned him. Since they made him responsible for the 
accident he was dismissed from his job and expelled from the party too. When I 
met him h. gave the impression of a completely ruined man; he had been in the 
hospital several times, with ulcers and a nervous breakdown He may have died 
since then. 
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The other had earlier been a higher ranring leader, before he had the misfortune 
of being elected to an experts’ committee for a KNEB [Central People's Control 
Committee] investigation. The investigation was to determine whether or not a 
director accused of embezzlement was guilty. As a lecturer from the party center 
said at the National Leater Training Center, in such cases: "What is important 
is not whether or not the person embezzled but rather, is he with ue or against 
us?" But the KNEB expert didn't know this. He did not know that it was his cask 
to find the director guilty if he had lost the favor of his superiors; but if he 
was a "regular comrade" he must be cleared of the ill-willed slander and the 
slanderers must be unma ked. He chose an easier solution, he wrote the truth, 
that the director had embezzled. He did not win and they expelled him from the 
party. 


The third example is from a ship factory where the internal auditor of the factory 
believed that he should disclose that they were stealing wood from the factory 

to build a week-end house. Later, however, it turned out that he was mistaken. 
His mistake was pointed out to him in a unique way--they always mixed a little 
poison in his coffee, and often warmly urged him to drink it. When they told him 
at the Public Health and Epidemiology Station that he had cyanide in his tissues 
he decided to moderate his internal auditing. 


[Question] Do the workers steal too? 


[Answer] Zsille: Yes; but I would rather say that they steal back, In many 
places, for example, they have taken away their right to take home certain 

waste materials which cannot be used in the factory. Good sense and a sense of 
justice suggest to people that even after that they can still take them home, but 
now it is stealing. 


Balajthy: This way everyone will be muddied and black, feel guilty, lose the 
moral foundation to criticize, to unmask their bosses--who embezzle a thousand 
times as much as they do--because they are taking off one piece of wood or one 
sack of nails, so they are thieves too, and can be blackmailed. Somehow this 
black compromise is the essence of Kadarism. Now, perhaps, when the standard cf 
living is decreasing so quickly people will increasingly see that there is no 
sense in keeping their mouths shut for the possibility of a little black busiarcss 
because even in this way they will not be able to live substantially better. And 
it will be worth while to create a clear situation. 


[Question] To what extent are the intellectuals corrupted? As I see it they 
have been given room for maneuver, so they are willing to recognize the limits. 


[Answer] Balajthy: I do not agree that there is much room for maneuver. The 
intellectuals have always had greater independence among the Poles. In Hungary 

a large number of the intellectuals collaborated, and received nothing for this 
politically, only relative material well-being--economically. He who was not 
sufficiently corrupt and immoral s»oner or later fell out of the ranks of the 
intellectuals. The prison years came after the moral revival of 1956, and after 
the amnesty some of the condemned went almost straight from prison to state 

posts. This was Kadar's great compromise with the intellectuals--with all respect 
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to the exceptions, to those with whom a compromise could not be made--this pulled 
the moral ground out from under the feet of the intellectual opposition. 


{Queation] Where are the Limits t» collaboration? 


[Answer] Balajthy: They are not bringing new troops into this compromise. This 
served only the post-1956 consolidation. Several generations have grown up since 
then, among them people who have graduated from the university and who have not 
been given conditions for a minimal human existence, not to speak of an 
intellectual existence. They did not even want to come to an agreement with these 
generations. So they had no other opportunity--either they fit in or they are 
forced to the margin of existence; even in the physical sense there is no room 
for them in Hungarian intellectual life. And in every age group there are those 
who are not inclined to fit in. 


[Question] Where does the opposition political movement stand in Hungary today? 


[Answer] Zsille: In Poland the present state of affairs was preceded by an 
opposition, intellectual movement of many years in which the most important 

motif was that it created the solidarity of intellectuals and workers. It used 

to be said about Hungary that there was no sign of this there, that there was no 
link between the opposition intellectuals and the workers. In ny opinion we 

in Hungary are about where the Poles were 5 years ago. But it does not require 
another 5 years for us to reach the present Polish state of affairs. Obviously 
this developmental process will be Linked with a differentiation of the opposition. 
And ~ hope that the differences of the groups with different origins, career 
path, attitudes and social contacts will be articulated and that these groups 
will appear before the public with their own characteristic faces. Some would 
force the development of a uniform position, force us to act as if the Hungarian 
opposition were some sort of homogencus society. God protect us from this. There 
is no need for this neo-Bolshevism, sor for the appearance of it. This does 

not mean that there might not be very strong solidarity in various actions, 

or an identity of views on the most important questions. But in my opinion 

a really valuable and lasting solidarity can come into being only if we do not 
fool each other, and ourselves, that we are the same in everything and agree on 
everything. Let us leave this to the communist "comrades." We know how much 


it's worth. 


Balajthy: Somehow al) this is interdependent with that change which took place 
after 1956. Up to then the majority of people had started out from the pre-1945 
structure of Hungarian society and regarded the position occupied in that as 
one's true position, to which one's new position was compared, and evaluated what 
had happened to them from this viewpoint. There was a leveling after 1956 which 
lasted a good 20 years and in which people became like one another, their real 
roles became similar. That was vhea this system really became final in the 
awareness of people. when the Stalinist, Rakosi-ist version fell and was replaced 
by Kadarism. This was the effect of fear and apathy. Now, I think, a new epoch 
is beginning, people are breaking out of this leveled mass. It is not possible 
and it is not necessary to reconstruct the former structure of Hungarian society, 
but people must seek those roots and traditions which will really help society 

to survive. 
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in the village, for example, small property can be created anew and strengthened, 
This practically existe today, only now it exiete in constant fear of repression, 
behind the black curtain of the black compromise, A different sort of economic 
policy would be required to strengthen ite-organizing support, credit, transpor= 
tation and purchasing on the basis of the interests of producers and consumers, 
And one might form true cooperatives, which were tried for only one or two weeks 
after 1945 when a few still believed that there would be democracy in Hungary. 
After that these were quickly dispersed and the state “cooperatives” were created. 
The new Hungarian democracy might be built in the villages on the emall peasant 
and cooperative traditions, 


[Question] But to. what extent are these traditions alive? 


|Anewer] Zeille: They are alive, they always were alive, only they were beaten 
to the ground, buried. And if they got fresh air they would come to life in 
mments. This entire household plot thing, from which the country is Living, 

is nothing more than private farming, a farmer economy behind a socialist screen. 
The only way in which it is socialiet ‘. that now the peasants get back a part 

of their one-time fields from the producer cooperative, which is part of the 
socialist sector. 


[Question] And are the intellectuals sufficiently prepared to keep up with the 
changes now wacuring in the depths, if these should come to the surface?’ 


[Anewer] Zseille: The SzeTA--the Fund to Support the Poor [Szegenyeket Tamagato 
Alap]--is the first and so far che only organization of the democratic Hungarian 
intellectuals the activity ot which, in regard to its essence and program, goes 
beyond the circles of the intellectuals, creates a link with people belonging 

to other strata of gociety, does its work among them and regards a protection of 
their interests and an improvement of their fate as its task and goal. This now 
involves the most down and out strata of society, and therefore the least active; 
to help them, this is the goal and program of the SzeTA, nothing more. The 

SzeTA is not a cover organization of activists for some anti-state program, not 
some sort of opposition political center, although there are those around the 
SzeTA and especially opposed to the SzeTA who, guided by their Bolshevik instincts, 
are capable of thinking and want to think only in terms of some sort of uniform 
organization and organizational center. Obviously it is easier for the party 
center to hypothesize a counter-center and it would make the work of the police 
more convenient if they had to reckon only with a few chief ringleaders. But 
unfortunately we cannot help them; there was no Central Committee for the proter* 
action against the 1979 trials in Prague and there is none for the SzeTA either. 
But is is also clear to me that the SzeTA will be the common cradle of later 
political and non-political organizations and movements, possibly parties, with 
various political and ideological orientations and having various functions, which 


will be the frameworke for the meeting of the most varied social groups and the 
tools for the‘r cooperation. This is clear because those who founded the SzeTA 
and make it work are dealing not only with this. Whatever may be involved, if 
it requires clear vision, honest and brave men, we will find them there first. 
And it is clear also because there is no other; the SzeTA is being joined by 
those coming from the mst varied directions, who are politically active against 
the regime in very different ways and with different goals, at least outside the 
official political frameworks. 
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balajthy: I would net underestimate nor be afraid of the fact that an intellectual 
wae bringing “only” his traditional values “into public.” That he is literate, 
thet he has been taught the various forms of social contact, etc. Perhaps this 

is the way he can be of most use. He might set up a table in the market and people 
could go to him with all kinds of problems and complaints, requests that he could 
formulate and put into shape for them, 





Zeille: This is part of the SeeTA program, a legal aid service.* 


Balajthy: But thie requires a different sort of intellectual. This cannot be 
done while at the same time informally seeking the patronage of the party center, 
or while peddling our samizdat articles to official publishers. 


Zeille: Everything which existe in Poland today has been etarted in Hungary too-- 
or, of course, has been continued. Now the journalists are describing things 
there, filling their readers with sensations, and getting fat themselves by doing 
it, and getting drunk on wonders. Because according to them there is nothing in 
Hungary today, they do not notice anything, just as in Poland a year ago nothing 
would have been noticed of what was brewing and at which they wonder today. It 
appears that that was and remains their job, to understand nothing and then to be 
surprised. There are flying or migratory universities in Hungary too, the nucleus 
of which was formed 10 years ago; but there has been systematic education too for 
5 or 6 years already. Obviously these universities aleo will go beyond the 
intellectual circles as happened in Poland. To do this, of course, will require 
just those people about whom the least has been said thus far when we talk about 
the opposition. 1 am talking about that plebian wing of the opposition intel- 
lectuals who are of plebian origin themselves or, if they are not, were born and 
grew up in an environment where they became acquainted with and lived the life of 
the working classes or of the poor; they understand and speak their Language. 

This does not involve some sort of new people's or proletarian intelligentsia; the 
there are aleo many among them who got close to the “plebes” by virtue of their 
work, their impoverished, struggling way of life, which can be achieved by honest 
intellectuals, or by virtue of their inner moral promptings. This sort of people 
already gives the SzeTA ite character, they are the most active and self- 
sacrificing members and this is the most dominant trend of this not at all 
homogenous organizing activity. This is not some sort of elite intellectual 
grouping as the Budapest School was, not some sort of new-left, haoist-Trotskyite- 
Marxist circle which also gained popularity in the strata of the elite intellectual 
youth. Of course, there is no uniform ideological platform in the SzeTA, but if 

| think of those who work hardest in this movement and play an initiative-taking 
role and who stand closest to me also they are simply people who have had enough 
of the various Marxiems, who are interested by those best historical and cultural 
traditions, spiritual and material values which were buried by the refuse of 
various foreign armies and the deposits of their ideological currents, and to 
which we must return. Marxism, as the theory of a minority, conspiratorial, 
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*The SzeTA published a detailed report about its activity in the fall of 1980. 
This material can be found in issue No 1981/1-2 of the Paris IRODALMI UJSAC 
and in issue No 1981/1 of the BECSI NAPLO, Vienna. -- The editors. 
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intelleciual movement, and especially the Leniniet, Bolshevik version of it 
exported to us, does not belong among the best Hungarian traditions. 


Balajthy: The SeeTA has pointed out precisely what everybody already knew or could 
have known if they wanted to take cognizance of such things as were destroying 
public feeling in the process of collaborating with the power, namely that there 
are very many in Hungary who were left out of the Kadar compromise or were the 
losers in it, and live in poverty. 


Zeille: Many western journalists have also coutributed to the creation of false 
appearances; they put up at the Hilton and if they go for a walk they get no 
farther than the golden shops on Kigyo Street in order to confirm that people 
stand in line or that one can buy salami in the Inner City. They don't have 5 
minutes to go a Little farther to see what emergency housing is like or how a 
citizen of Perencvaros, let us say, is living in penury a few hundred meters from 
the ,yolden shops. I sometimes think the Newspaper Publishing Enterprise is 
paying for these articles. 


Balajthy: In general they judge the Hungarian standard of living and the supply 
of goods on the basis of the displays along the highway leading to the west. 

They probably never got to those villages which “fell from the tree of the living 
law." 


Zeille: The truth is that many members of the opposition themselves do not have 

a4 precise picture of how millions of Hungarians really live and how much they work 
for it. And for the time being the problem still is that the members of the 
SzeTA, most of whom are poor themselves, who have no jobs and .ittle money, should 
be able to go down to the poorest parts of the country and make a systematic 
survey on 4 national scale of the state of poverty in Hungary today. They should 
repeat that research which was done 10 years ago under the leadership of Istvan 
Kemeny, on an official commission, the results of which were then buried in a safe. 
What is needed for this is that the SzeTA, which is becoming ever more popular 

and which is mobilizing an ever broader public opinion with its ever more 
successful public actions, should be able to finance such sociological work through 
che support, primarily, of the domestic more well-to-do strata and, perhaps, the 
Hungarian emigration, should be able to support, with scholarships and by covering 
their costs, those who undertake this work. I am confidant that the SzeTA will 


get this support. 


Balajthy: More people can be mobilized more easily today by the charitable 

goale of the SzeTA than would be the case with a radical platform of an 
organization with a definitely political character. But if social processes 
accelerate the institutionalization of politics will be unavoidable; let us think 
of 1956 or of Poland today. Then it will not be 20 or 100 Budapest intellectuals 
demanding what is the goal of the SzeTA. Actually chis is a temporary and 
emergency solution, with the intellectuals playing a fermenting role and acting 
in the interest of those who are not yet strong enough or determined enough 

to make their own demands themselves. When that time comes I would rather join 
a grouping which represents the interests of colleagues, of people belonging to 
the intelligentsia. Because this problem is still before us. There is a fund to 
support the poor, but who supports the members of the fund to support the poor? 























[Question] De you think that in the near future, perhaps as a result of the 
events in Poland, the progressive processes will accelerate in Hungary? 


[Anewer] Zeille: tLetvan Bibo once told me that in August 1956 he asked a few 
univereity etudente who had come to him for some sort of unofficial seminar: 
"What ie your opinion, will the etudente react if there is some sort of radical 
turn in Hungarian politics?" The majoricy of them were of the opinion that 
nothing elee interested the ecudents, only where they could get a job and how 
they could get housing. Whatever happened they would not react, they would 
stay home. This wae in Auguat and a few months later, as you know, the students 
were in the etreets. 
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DRAFT LAW ON AGRICULTURAL SELF-GOVERNMENT FORMULATED 
Wareaw TRYBUNA LUDU in Polish 23 Mar 1 pp 4, 5 
(Text of Draft Law on Agricultural Self-Government | 


{Text} The Presidium of Sejm has submitted to social consu! tation 
a draft: law on agricultural self-government. 


On 6 March 1981, a8 is well known, at 4 session of the Sejm, the 
firet reading of thie document took place. The draft was then 
sent for consultation to voivodship parliamentar, groups, govern- 
ment, organizations of agricultural circles and agricultural 
sectorial associations, rural cooperative movement unico w, and 
scientific research centers. The final date of social consulta- 
tion of the draft law on agricultural self-government is to be 

15 April 1981. 


Observations and proposals submitted in connection with the draft 
will be examined by the Sejm commissions and then the draft law 
on agricultural self-government will be laid before the Sejm for 
the second reading. 


The draft text is as follows: 


Individual [private] farming plays a fundamental role in providing food for the 
nation. Individual farms are permanent constituents of the agricultural economy 
of the countr’. The Polish People's Republic recognizes and protects, on the basis 
of standing laws, the individual ownership of these farms and the right of their 
inheritance; it ensures help necessary for their development, creates conditions 
ensuring the economic, social and cultural progress of the countryside, and the 
social-professional status of individual farmers, possession of equal rights with 
other professions, as well as the rise in the standard of living of farmers. It 
backs development of the self-government of farmers, as a representative of their 
professional and social interests before organs of the state administration, state 
and social economic units acting on behalf of the countryside and agriculture, and 
as one of the links of socialist denocracy in the countryside. Taking 411 this 
into consideration and to ensure to the self-government of individual farmers - full 
share in deciding on matters connected with development of agricultural economy and 
social progress in the countryside, it is being enacted as follows: 




















Chapter ft 
General Provisions 
Art 1 


1. Individual farmers and members of their families, and other persons directly 
connected with agriculture, cua voluntarily associate, on the lines established in 
the present law, in the social-profe.sional organizations of individual farmere, 
called hereafter “organizations of agricultural self-government." 


2. Organizations of agricultural self-government are voluntary, independent of 
organs of the state edministration and other organs and organizational unite and 
organizations, self-governing organizations of individual farmers, acting through 
the organs established in accordance with statutes adopted by these organizations 
democraticeily elected, which deftne independently, within the scope of legal regu- 
lations in force, the range and forme of their activity. 


3. Organizations, to which reference is made in Para 1, represent the needs and 
defend the professional and social interests of individual farmers, act for develop- 
ment of ind’ vidual agricultural farms and the enhancement of their production, Look 
after high standing of the farmer's profession and cor .itions of his life and work, 
cooperate in shaping the st..e policy for continued economic, public, social and 
cultural-educational progress of the countryside. 


Art 2 
1. Organizations of agricultural self-government are as follows: 


1) agricultural circles, rural homemakers circles, and unions of agricultural 
circles and organizations; 


2) agricultural sectorial associations and unions of agricultural sectorial assoc- 
lations; 


3) central union of agricultural circles and associations. 

2. Organizations of agricultural self-government act in accordance with provisions 
of the present law and other legal provisions in force, and structural principles 
of the Polish People's Republic, on the basis of the registered statute consistent 
with these provisions and principles. 

Art 3 


1. The law defines the rights and duties of organizations of agricultural self- 
government and principles and conditions of uniting: 


1) of persons mentioned in Art 1, Para l--into agricultural circles and into 
agricultural sectorial organizations; 


2) of agricultural circles--into unions of agricultural circles and organizations; 











3) of agricultural sectorial associations--into unions of agricultural sectorial 
associations; 


4) of unions of agricultural circ'tes and organizations and of unions of agricultural 
sectorial associations--into a centrai union of agricultural circles and organiza- 
tions. 


2. The Law does not preclude persons mentioned in Art 1, Para 1 from joining in 
social and professional organizations of individual farmers organized and function- 
ing on the basis of other particular provisions. 


Art 4 


1. Agricultural circles are voluntary, independent and self-governing social- 
professional organizations of individual farmers. 


2. Those who can be members of agricultural circles are: 


1) persons managing individual agricultural farms as their owners, possessors, or 
usufructuaries; 


2) persons managing jointly as a team individual agricultural farms, as their 
owners, pos.essors, or usufructuaries; 


3) adult members of families of farmers mentioned in subparas 1 and 2, working in 
agricultural farms managed by them; 


4) persons who made over their farms for annuity or pension to heirs or state. 


3. Detailed rules and conditions of the joining or withdrawal of members from 
agricultural circles are defined by the statutes of the circles; the statute may 
also envision the acceptance as members of the agricultural circle of persons other 
than those mentioned in Para 2, but who are directly connected with agriculture by 
the nature of their work. 


Art 5 


1. Rural homemakers circles function as detached organizational units of agricul- 
tural circles. 


2. Rural homemakers circles represent in particular the interests of rural women, 
look after matters concerning rural families and the upbringing of the young gener- 
ation of the countryside, take on social-upbringing and cultural-educational 
activity in the countryside, are active in stimulating rural women socially and 
profe sionally, propagate progress in housekeeping and look after improvement of 
the working and living conditions of women. 


3. Rural homemakers circles operate on the basis of regulations adopted by them, 
which define the aims and tasks of the circle, means to achieve them, procedure of 
passing resolutions by organs of the circle, and their rights and duties. The 
regulation aay envision the participation in the activities of the circle of women 
who are no. members of the agricultural circle but are connected with the rural 
environment by the nature of their work. 
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4. In villages where agricultural circles are not in operation, independent rural 
homemakers circles can be established and act on the basis of regulations registered 
in the gmina [rural parish] union of agricultural circles and organizations. 


5. The rural homemakers circles mentioned in Para 4 act as detached organizational 
units of the gmina unions of agricultural circles and organizations. Accordingly 
the provisions of Paras 2 and 3 are applicable to these circles. 


Art 6 

1. Agricultural sectorial associations are voluntary, independent and self-govern- 
ing social-professional organizations of individual farmers specializing in definite 
vegetable or animal production. 


2. The provisions of Art 4, Paras 2 and 3, are applicable respectively to the 
membership in agricultural sectorial associations. 


art 7 

The membership in an agricultural circle does not exclude a membership in an agri- 
cultural sectorial association, nor the membership in the agricultural sectorial 
association, a membership in the agricultural circle. 

Art 8 


1. The following organizations are functioning in their capacity as unions of in- 
dependent, self-governing organizations of the agricultural self-government: 





1) gmina and voivodship unions of agricultural circles and organizations; 


2) regional, voivodship, district and national unions of agricultural sectorial 
associations; 


“he Central Union of Agricultural Circles and Organizations, as an independent 
and self-governing, democratically elected representation of individual farmers in 
relation to the organs of the state administration and other organs, organizational 
units and organizations at the level of the gmina, voivodship and nation. 


2. The Central Union of Agricultural Circles and Organizations bands together the 
voivodship unions of agricultural circles and organizations and national unions of 
agricultural sectorial associations. 


3. The detailed principles and conditions of association into unions mentioned in 
Para 1 are defined by the law and statutes of these unions. 


Chapter II 


Powers of Organizations of Agricultural Self-Government and Principles of Cooper- 
ation of These Organizations with Organs of State Administration and Organizations 
Acting for the Benefit of Agriculture 











Art 9 


1. The organizations of agricultural self-government, representing professional 

and social needs and interests of individua) farmers, are entitled to submit to the 
proper state organs and state organiza..onal unite, as well to cooperative organiza~ 
tions and other socioeconomic organizations in charge of carrying out assignments 
for the benefit of the individual farming, their opinio w, proposals, postualtes, 
and demands, in the matter of: 


1) the needs of individual farms pertaining tc cced production, pedigree breeding 
stock, technical equipment, investment materials, supply of energy, requirements 
connected with water economy, improvement, conservation, recultivation and consoli- 
dation of divided plots and development of services for the benefit of individual 
farms; 


2) the turnover and management of soil, organization and conditions of contracting 
for supplying farm products purchase prices of these products and economic incentives 
in this regard, prices for means, materials, equipment, installations and other items 
necessary for farms, credit policies and b:rden of taxation of farms, obligatory and 
voluntary ineurance in agriculture; 


3) socioeconomic plans inasmuch as they concern the countryside and agriculture, 
and plans of territorial development of gminas and villages; 





4) the development and the activity of educational, upbringing and cultural centers 
and health services in the rural environment; 


5) the distribution and activity of commercial, servicing and mass-nutrition centers 
in the countryside; 


6) the improvement of working conditions of farmers, insurance of necessary pro- 
tective and working clothing for them, safe-handling technical equipment and work 
implements, and proper--with regard to health protection--chemical agents for the 
production and cultivation of plants; 


7) steady progress in the living standards of the rural population, and insurance 
of social security of farmers for old age, ill-health, accidents at work, and dis- 
ability. 


2. The organs of the state administration and the state organi:ational units, as 
well as the cooperative organizations and other organizations, are obliged to cooper- 
ate with organizations of agricultural self-government within the scope of the dis- 
tribution of means, materials, equipment, installations, and other items for the 
needs of individual agriculture. 


3. The Council of Ministers, by means of a decree, shall define the obligations 
of organs of the state administration and organizational units and organizations, 
mentioned in Paras 1 and 2, pertaining to cooperation with organizations of agri- 
cultural self-government in the matters mentioned in these provisions, including 
the forms of the obligatory request for opinion organizations of the agricultural 
self-government in the matter of draft plans and programs and draft normative acts 
pertaining to matters mentioned in Paras 1 and 2. 
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Art 10 


1. The organs, organizational unite and organizations, mentioned in Art 9, Para 
1, are under obligation to take a position, at the latest within a month, toward 
Opinions, proposals, postualtes, or requests, presented by the agricultural self- 
government organization, and failing a possibility of taking an attitude toward 
them within thie time limit, to make known, without ui due delay, within what time 
a position shall be taken toward the matter being submitted. 


2. In case when the position taken toward a definite matter by the pertinent organ, 
organizational unit, or organization, does not satisfy the agricultural self- 
government organization, it may lodge an objection before a pertinent organ, organ- 
izational unit, or organization of a higher level; the objection should be con- 
sidered within a mcath, or a direct mediation with participation of representatives 
from the interested parties should be undertaken within this period of time. 


Art 11 


1. If, in the matters mentioned in Art 10, Para 1, no agreement is reached by the 
procedure envisioned in Art 10, Para 2, whereas the matter at issue concerns the 
vital rights and interests of farmers, to support its demands, the pertinent or- 
ganization of agricultural self-government, as an exceptional step, can resort to 
a protest action by farmers. 


2. The protest action mentioned in Para 1 can be taken by organizations of gri- 
cultural self-government of at least gmina level, provided they are done as follows: 


1) organizations of the gmina level--in coordination with the organization at the 
voivodship level; 


2) organizations of the voivodshin and district level and national unions of 
agricultural sectorial associations--in coordination with the Central Union of 
Agricultur1l Circles and Organizations; 


3) the Central Union of Agricultural Circles and As:ociations--on the basis of the 
resolution of the pertinent statutory organ of the union. 


3. About the taking of the protest action, its organ zer shall inform the organ, 
organizational unit, or organization mentioned in Art 10, Para 2, with 7-day notice. 


4. The participation of farmers in the protest action is voluntary. No one can 
be coerced to participate or to refuse to participate in such an action. 


5. The organizer of the protest action is under obligation to ensure an appropriate 
course of the protest action so that it not disturb public law and order and social 
interest. 


Art 12 
1. Within the scope of their activities aimed at the development of individual 


agricultural farms and economic and social progress of the countryside, the organ- 
iz.tions of agricultural self-government, in particular: 











L) initiate and render assistance in the development and implementation of technica 
progress in individual farms, generalizing the achievements of science and technology 
and the experience of leading farmers; 


2) render assistance in the activation of agricultural farms, the increase of their 
production and development of agricultural specialization and cooperation; 


3) provide farmers advice and help in the choice and application of rational forus 
and methods of management and the use of proper measures and agrotechnical, zoo- 
technical and technological means in agricultural production and storage; 


4) propagate professional and social knowledge among farmers and would-be farmers 
and uphold the reputation of the farmer's profession; 


5) generalize rational methods of management of household economy, nutrition of the 
family and health protection. 


2. Organizations of agricultural self-government cooperate with other social ana 
economic organizations of farmers, and, in case of need, conclude with these organ- 
izations the pertinent agreements and arrangements on cooperation or implementation 
of joint tasks. 


3. In cases where it is justified by the aims and tasks specified in the present law 
and statvtes of individual organizations of agricultural self-government, these 
organizations on the basis of the code of administrative proceedings, can require the 
proper organs of the state administration to institute administrative proceedings, 

or admittance to participation in pending administrative proceedings in a definite 
individual case. 


4. The Council of Ministers can define the form and scope of the aid of the state 
to organizations cf agricultural self-government for carrying on by these organiza- 
tions of activities sentioned in Para 1. 


Art 13 


1. The organizations of agricultural self-government, by viriwue of the principles 
defined in the statute, can: 


1) organize and carry on service and production activities for the needs of farmers 
and the countryside; 


2) organize help for farmers and the rural population in producing by one's own 
means building materials from local raw materials, and in satisfying needs in the 
area of machinery and equipment, on the basis of neighborly aid or joint moves of 
farmers’ teams; 


3) initiate and organize production cooperation for the purpose of intensifying 
and specializing agricultural production; 


4) initiate and organize social activities. 


2. The Council of Ministers, after seeking the advice of the Central Union of 
Agricultural Circles and Organizations, shall define, by wav of an order, the con- 
ditions and forms of carrying on by organizations of agricultural sel *-government 
the activities mentioned in Para 1, subparas 1-3. 
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Art 14 


Ll. In matters connected with carrying out supply contract agreements, purchase of 
agricultural products, providing farms with the means of production, building 
materials and others, performance of services for theese farms, ameliorative, 
hydraulic, power supply, and other investments implemented for their sake, 
Liquidation of random and game damages, organizations of agricultural self- 
government are entitled to exercise social control through their authorized 
representatives. 


2. The organs, organizational units and organizations subject to the control 
mentioned in Para 1 are under obligation to render the exercise of this control 
possible by organizations of agricultural self-government. 


3. The Council of Ministers, after taking the advice of the Central Union of 
Agricultural Circles and Organizations, shall define, by way of an executive 
order, the scope and form of the control mentioned in Para 1, the way of 
formulation and presentation of the results of this control and the mode of 
implementation of the post-control motions, as we! as obligations of the organs, 
organizational units and organizations in this respect. 


Art 15 


l. The organizations of agricultural self-government shall keep accounts and 
records representing their economic activity and changes in property elements. 


2. The Central Union of Agricultural Circles and Organizations, after 
coordination with the Minister of Finance, shall establish the principles of 
carrying on accounts, drawing up and approval of balance sheets and accounts. 
Chapter LILI 

Agricultural Circles 


Art 16 


l. The area of the activity of an agricultural circle can be one or more of the 
neighboring villages belonging to the same gmina. 


2. The agricultural circle can unite persons mentioned in Art 4, Para 2, Subparas 
1-3, that manage farms in the area of its activity, or who work on such farms, and 
as regards persons mentioned in Art 4, Para 2, Subpara 4, those residing in the 
area of the activity of the agricultural circle. 

Art 17 

l. The statute of an agricultural circle should state: 


1) the name and place of business of the circle; 


2) the subjective and territorial scope of its activity; 
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3) the objective and targets of the circle and means of their implementation; 
4) the manner of admission and resignation of members and loss of membership; 
5) the rights and duties of members; 

6) the method of setting membership fees; 

7) the organizational structure of the circle; 


8) organs of the circle, their competence, their term of office and the mode of 
their election and revocation before the expiry of tenure; 


9) conditions of adoption and validity of resolutions of the organs of the circle; 
10) the manner of representation of the circle on the outside; 

il) the property of the circle and method of managing this property; 

12) the manner of entering into financial obligations by the circle; 


13) principles of the distribution of surplus from the economic activity carried 
out; 


14) the manner of changing the statute; 
15) the manner of liquidating the circle. 


2. In the organizational structure of circles the statute may institute sections 
or specialized circles, corresponding to the interests of members (producers of 
specific cultures, breeders, mechanizers), young farmers circles, and others. 


3. The Central Union of Agricultural Circles and Organizations defines principles 
which should be complied with by the statutes of agricultural circles and the 
bylaws of rural homemakers circles. 


Art 18 


lL. The initiative for the formation of the agricultural circle may be taken by at 
least 10 founder members, managing farms as the owners, possessors, or 
usufructuaries of such farms. 


2. The founding members elect from among themselves a five-member founders’ 
committee and adopt the statute of the agricultural circle. The election of the 
founders’ committee is confirmed by their signatures in the application for the 
registration of the circle and its statute, and the adoption of the statute--by 
the signing of it and stating their residence, and persons managing a farm-~also 
the location of farm being managed. 


Art 19 


l. The agricultural circle and its statute must be registered. 
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2. Changes of the statute of the agricultural circle must also be registered; the 
adoption of a new statute by the existing circle is aleo understood as a charge of 
the statute. 


3. From the moment of the registration mentioned in Para 1, the agricultural 
circle acquires the status of a legal person. 


Art 20 


l. The registering organ enters into the register the circle being set up and ite 
statute, oc changes in the statute already in existence, if they comply with 
requirements defined by the law. 


2. If the registering organ should establish that the draft statute or its 
changes do not fulfill the requirements specified in Para 1, it will make 
registration of the agricultural circle or changes in its statute contingent upon 
effecting the appropriate changes in the statute or in the change of the etatute, 
and assign to this end a suitable date. 


3. The agricultural circle is subject to removal from the register, if: 


1) in accordance with the statute, a resolution shall be adopted that the circle 
be dissolved; 


2) the adopted change of the statute does not comply with the requirements 
specified in the law, and if the agricultural circle shall not adopt a resolution 
to remove the existing flaws indicated by the registering organ in its decision, 
or shall not desist from the change of the statute; 


3) the number of members of the circle shall drop below the number specified in 
Art 18, Para l. 


Art 21 


lL. Until the agricultural circle being newly formed is registered, and then until 
the election in accordance with its statute of its organs, so far as the 
provisions of the law do not provide otherwise, its founders’ committee acts in 
behalf of -he circle. 


2. Up to that time, the founders are vested with the authority of the general 
meeting of the agricultural circle, and the founders’ committee has the authority 
of the executive organ of the circle; during this time they take steps necessary 
for the formation and registration of the circle and its statute, and then--for 
the election of its statutory organs. 


3. The members of the founders’ committee are jointly and severally responsible 
for actions performed on behalf of the agricultural circle affecting third 
parties, whereas for obligations resulting from these actions after the 
regiscration of the circle, the agricultural circle is responsible, as it is for 
the obligations incurred by itself, provided that the members of the founders’ 
committee are accountable for them to the circle in accordance with the provisions 
of the civil law. 
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Aet 22 


lL. The agricultural circles unite into gmina unions of circles and agricultural 
Organisations, whereas if such unions are not established in the gminas=-into 
voivedship unions of agricultural circles and organisations. 


2. The agricultural circles can aleo be founders and members of cooperatives 
being established for providing services for individual farwers. 


3. Provisions of the law on cooperatives and their unions mentioned in Para 2 
apply to the cooperatives. 


Chapter IV 
Agricultural Sectorial Associations 


Art 23 


The sphere of the activity of the agricultural sectorial association may consist 
of one or more villages belonging to the same gmina, the area of the gmina or more 
gminas of the given voivodship, one voivodship or more voivodships. 


Art 24 


In the matter of statutes and the establishment and registration of agricultural 
sectorial associations apply the corresponding provisions relating to agricultural 
circles. 


Chapter V 
Gmina and Voivodeship Unions of Agricultural Circles and Organizations 
Art 25 


1. Gmina and voivodship unions of agricultural circles and organizations are 
indepenient, self-governing associations: 


1) gmina unions--of agricultural circles and, on a voluntary basis, of 
agricultural sectorial associations and other social and economic farmers 
organizations; 


2) voivodship unions--of gmina unions of agricultural circles and organizations, 
and, on a voluntary basis, of agricultural sectorial associations and unions of 
agricultural sectorial associations and other social and economic farmers 
organizations. 


2. The area of the activity of the unions mentioned in Para 1 are 
correspondingly--gmina and voivodship. 


Art 26 


i. The initiative for the formation of a gmina union of agricultural circles and 
organizations may be taken by at least three agricultural circles, and that of a 
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voivedship union of agricultural circles and organisations, five gaina unions of 
agricultural civreles and organisations, called hereafter founders’ circles and 
founders’ unione. 


2. The establiahment of 4 gmina union of agricultural circles and organisations 
requires the adoption of resolutions by the general meetings of the founders’ 
circles, and the establishment of the voivodship union of agricultural ciceles and 
organisatione=~resolutions of the general meeting of delegates of founders’ unions. 


Art 27 


1. In the matter of the establishment of a gmina union of agricultural circles 
and organisations and of a voivodship union of agricultural circles and 
organisations, the founders’ circles and founders’ unions act through persons 
belonging to their executive organs. 


2. The persone mentioned in Para 1 act in the capacity of the assembly of 
founders of the gmina or voivodehip union of agricultural circles and 
organizations. 


3. The founders’ assembly of the gmina or voivodship union of agricultural 
circles and organizations elects from among themselves a five-member founders’ 
committee of the union being established and adopts ite statute. The election of 
the founders’ committee is confirmed by the members of the founders’ assembly in 
the application for registration of the union and ite statute, and the adoption of 
the statute-~by the affixing their signatures to it, specifying their functions 
exercised in the founders’ union and their residence. 


Art 28 
To gmiua and voivodship unions of agricultural circles and organizations, in 


matters not regulated in arte 25-27, apply the appropriate provisions of the law 
relating tc agricultural circles. 


Chapter VI 
Unions of Agricultural Sectorial Associations 
Art 29 


1. Unions of agricultural sectorial associations unite agricultural sectorial 
associations specialized in a definite or related vegetable or animal production. 


2. The sphere of activity of the unions mentioned in Para 1 may be 4 region, a 
voivodship, a district, or the area of the entire country. 


3. National unions of agricultural sectorial associations unite in the Central 
Union of Agricultural Circles and Associations. 


Art 30 


The provisions relating to agricultural circles apply correspondingly to unions of 
agricultural sectorial associations in matters of the statute and registration, 
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whereas in the matter of the establishment of these organisations the provisions 
relating to the gmina and voivodship unions of agricultural circles and 
organisations are correspondingly applicable. 

Chapter VII 

The Central Union of Agricultural Circles and Organisations 

Art M 


1. The Central Union of Agricultural Circles and Organizations, called hereafter 
the central onion, is 4 nationwide, independent and self-governing association of 
the unions of agricultural circles and organisations and of national unions of 
agricultural seectorial associations. 

2. The statete of the central wnion ie liable to registration. 

Art 32 

1. The statute of the central union is being adopted by the national congress of 
delegates of the agricultural circles and agricultural sectorial associations and 
of the unions of agricultural circles and organizations and unions of agricultural 
sectorial associations; the national congress shall also adopt changes in the 
statute. 


2. In case of the adoption of the change or of a new statute, up to the time of 
their registration the hitherto existing statute shall be in force. 


3. The statute of the central union should define in particular: 

1) aims and tasks of the central union; 

2) detailed principles, scope and mode of its activity; 

3) rights and duties of membership organizations; 

4) method of setting up membership fees; 

5) organs of the central union, procedure and principles of their election, 
period of tenure, powers, mode of activity, and removal of members of these organs 


before lapse of tenure; 


6) conditions of adoption and validity of resolutions of organs of the central 
union; 


7) manner of representing the central union on the outside and entering by this 
union into financial obligations; 


8) assets and funds of the central union and principles of managing these assets 
and funds; 


9) manner of changing the statute. 
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Aet 33 
The central union forms a legal corporation. 
Act 4 


1. The central ur.on is aleo an inspection organ of the agricultural circles and 
agricultural secturial associations, ae well ae of unions of agricultural circles 
and organisations and unions of agricultural sectorial associacions. 


2. In performance of the tasks resulting from the provision of Para 1 [sic], the 
central union is entitled to carry out inepection of the organisations ment ioned 
in this provision; the inepection includes invest gation of all kinds of the 
activity of these organizations in respect of their conformity with law and 
statutes, legality, purposefulness and efficient management. 


3. On the basie of the resulte of inepection, the central union is entitled to 
put forward binding proposals and post-inepection recommendations. 


4. The resulte of inepection are reviewed by the next general meeting (congress) 
after the inspection of the given organiration. The central union, a8 4 result of 
the performed inspection, may order convocation of an extraordinary general 
meeting (congress). 


5. The statutorily appropriate organ of the central union defines the principles, 
scope and manner of the performance of inspection, the obligations of 
organizations mentioned in Para 1 connected with inspection, and the course of 
carrying out the post-inspection proposals and recommendations, as well as appeals 
against these proposals and recommendetions. 


6. The organ mentioned in Para 5 may empower definite voivodship unions of 
agricultural circles and organizations and national unions of agricultural 
sectorial associations to perform, on behalf of the central union, the inspection 
of definite organizations of the agricultural self-government. 


Chapter VIII 

Organs That Register Organizations of Agricultural Self-Government 

Art 35 

1. The organs competent to register agricultural circles, agricultural sectorial 
associations, unions of agricultural circles and organizations, and unions of 


agricultural sectorial associations are the regional courts pertinent to the seat 
of the given organization of rural self-government. 


2. The competent organ to register the statute of the central union is the 
regional court pertinent to the seat of this union. 





Art % 


tL. The courte mentioned in Art 35 keep the register of agricultural circles, 
agricultural eectorial associations, unions of agricultural circles and 
organisations, and unions of agricultural sectorial associations; in thie register 
ie aleo registered the statute of the central union. 


2. The register mentioned in Para | is open and accessible to third parties; any 
interested party is entitled to obtain certified copies and extracts from this 
register. 


Art 3? 


|. In the registration proceedings are applicable correspondingly the provisions 
of the code of civil proceedings concerning the nonlitigious proceediuge. 


2. The Minieter of Justice, by an executive order, shall define the principles of 
keeping the rogieter, date that are to be registered, requirements to be met by « 
proposal to perform 4 registration, or organisations mentioned in Art 35 and of 
their statutes, a8 well ae the principles regulating accessibility of the register 
to inspection by interested parties. 


Chapter IX 


Modifications in Provisions in Force, and Introductory, Transitory and Final 
Provisions 


Art 38 


The following changes are being introduced in Art 8 of the law on land tax of 26 
October 1971 (De U of 1971, Mo 27, poe 254 and of 1974, No 38 pow 230): 


a) Para 2 shall be read: 


"2. Financial means of the Agricultural Development Pund coming from tax 
revenues, specified in Para 1, from: 


"1) owners (poesessors) of individual farms, are at the disposal of agricultural 
circles and their unions, 


"2) agricultural producer cooperatives and members of specialized cooperatives 
are at the disposal of organizational units associated in the central union of 
agricultural specialized cooperatives.” 


b) the following is added to Para 3: 


"3. The Council of Ministers, in concert with the Central Union of Agricultural 
Circles and Organizations and the Central Union of Agricultural Producer 
Cooperatives, shall determine procedure of transfer to organizations mentioned in 
Para 2 of financial means of the Agricultural Development Fund, and the purposes 
for which these means can be allocated." 


4) 








Act 9 


1. The Central Union of Agricultural Circles, as from the date of the coming into 
force of the law, becomes the Central Union of Agricultural Circles and 
Organisations within the meaning of the present law. 


2. Within @ period of time not longer than | year from the date of coming into 
force of the law, the central union shall convene a national congress of delegates 
of agricultural circles and unions of agricultural circles and organisations and 
unions of agricultural sectorial associations, which shail adopt the statute of 
the central union and shall elect its organs. 


3}. Up to the time of the registration of the statute mentioned in Para 2, the 
central union shall act on the basis of the heretofore existing statute; until 
that time, too, ite present organs shall function. 


Art 40 


1. The agricultural circles and agricultural sectorial associations, as well as 
the gmina and voivodship unions of agricultural circles and unions of agricultural 
sectorial associations, functioning on the day of coming into force of the law, 
shall adjust their statutes to the requirements established in the law and shall 
apply to the pertinent regional court for the registration of the given 
organization and its statute, not later than within 6 @onthe from the date of 
coming into force of the Law. 


2. The registering organ, in entering the given organization of agricultural 
self-government and its statute into the register, shall direct the removal of 
this organization from the register of associations. 

Art 41 


The law shall come into force on the date of .... 
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ROMANIA 


WISDOM OF SOLUTLON OF MINORITY PROBLEM HAILED 
Bucharest CONTEMPORANUL in Romanian 29 Apr 81 p 3 


{Article by Elena Florea: "A Defining Characteristic of Revolutionary 
Humaniem: The Minority Policy") 


[Text] On ite 60th anniversary, the Romanian Communist Party comes forward 

with a great number of achievements of historical importance obtained in the 
struggle and work to vuild a new society. One of the significant successes of 

the policy of our party and state is, as emphasized at our party's 12th Congress, 
the just solution of the minority problem in the spirit of the party's revolution- 
ary view and the provision of certain equal working and living conditions for 

all the c.tizens of the country, regardless of their nationality. 


The first and most significant of the achievements of historica. importance 

of the Romanian Communist Party's policy is the disestablishment of the 
exploiting classes regardless of nationality, the creation of socialist 
property, the creation and development of socialist relations in production, 
distribution and trade, and the establishment of the unique principle of payment 
of salary according to the quantity and quality of work performed, without any 
type of discrimination. In this way, all workers acquire the same position 
regarding the means of production and the product of their work, thus creating 
the economic-social basis for equality. On this basis, the solution to the 
minority problem was brought about by the elimination of any type of social 

and national exploitation and by the creation of certain new social and national 
relations based on equality, cooperation and equity. 


At the national-political level, all political power was acquired by the working 
class, in alliance with the peasantry, the intellectuals and the other categories 
of workers, regardless of their nationality, under the leadership of the Romanian 
Communist Party. In accordance with this new content of political power in the 
state, it became possible for the coinhabitating nationalities to be .epresented 
in the supreme legislative body of the country, the Grand National Assembly, in 
the central and local organs of state power, in party organs and in the system 

of political-civic organizations. 
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Legal and constitutional regulations are also organically integrated into 

the policy of resolving the minority problem. In the Constitution and in other 
laws, there are important provisions which establish citizens’ rights and 

freedoms and prohibit and punieh race hatred and discrimination on the basis 

of sex, religion and nationality. They also contain provisions regarding 

the guarantee of specific rights to the coinhabitating nationalities, the creation 
of conditions for using maternal languages, education, cultural inatitutions, 

the media and publications, cultural-artiatic and creative activities, and 

so forth, all in the maternal languages. 


New forms of administrative-territorial organization were adopted, depending 
upon the specific nature of each stage of development in the country, with the 
current administrative-territorial organization providing even better conditions 
to bring about equality. 


An especially important intrinsic facet of the policy for resolving the minority 
problem is the cultural-spi-itual developuent of the coinhabitating nationalities. 
Under this aspect, there are achievements of historical importance, such as 

the elimination of illiteracy for those 35 percent in the total population who 
were not educated, regardless of their nationality; the reform, reorganization 
and modernization of education, including the education in the languages of 

the coinhabitating nationalities; the development of national cultures and the 
spread of these cultures among the masses, including the cultures of the 
languages of the nationalities; the improvement of the level of culture and 
knowledge of all types of citizens; and, the affirmation of a new type of human 
personality. 


Of overwhelming importance in providing a material base necessary to resolving 
the minority problem is the development of the national economy, the carrying 
out of industrialization and the modernization of agriculture throughout the 
country and at the level of each county. The general economic progress and 
development of all the regions and localities throughout the country are an 
essential condition fox the full affirmation of coinhabitating nationalities, 
ensuring the necessary material conditions so they can benefit from the rights 
and freedoms outlined and guaranteed in the Constitution and in other laws and 
so they can have equality, first of all in the area of living and working 
conditions. The national economy, through its dynamic nature being capable of 
creating new jobs in different fields and all regions of the country, offers 
the material base within which the right to work can be exercised. This is a 
significant achievement if we keep in mind that today there are countries in 
the world with a much higher level of economic-industrial development than our 
country that are faced with massive unemployment, which affects the "national 
minorities," young people and women, as certain scientific works in these 
countries have pointed out. 


At the same time, the development of the those counties that have remained 
behind creates the opportunities for them to employ their work force, which 
permits the coinhabitating nationalities to enjoy these jobs right in their 


4k 








county of residence. Meanwhile, in many industrially developed capitalist 
countries faced with economic imbalences within their countries, we find what 
some analysts in these countries call “the phenomenon of evacuation," 
constituting a massive exodus of workers towards the developed regions of the 
country and the emptying of the backwards regions. In the case of our country, 
the ever greater opportunities that the counties involved in accelerated 

economic development have to employ their own workers in their own region 

allow us to preserve the demographic balance and permit an increase in population 
by natural means and a planned distribution of the work force. At the same time, 
we have demonstrated the foundless basis of certain views according to which 

the industrialization of Romania is being carried out with the undeclared purpose 
of dislodging the minorities from their native regions. In reality, the rational 
distribution of the forces of production throughout the entire country and the 
balanced development of the entire national economy ensure that industrialization 
will be a factor for progress and civilization, both for the Romanian people and 
for the coinhabitating nationalities. 


The economic strength of our country also permits the growth of national income - 
a condition for achieving the fundamental objective of raising the standard of 
living for all those who work, regardless of nationality. Under these conditions, 
Romanians, Hungarians, Germans, Serbs and all nationalitie., all those who 

work and live in socialist Romania have the opportunity to permanently work 

and permanently earn a living, without being affected by partial or complete 
unemployment for the short or long term; to maintain their health ond to rest; 
and, to improve their culture and education. They are protected against galloping 
prices and inflation, from the blight resulting from a housing crisis, from 
prices that make vacations, cure holidays and health care inaccessible, from the 
commercialization of their culture and its transformation into a luxury item 

and so forth. 


Under conditions where, in numerous developed countries in the world, education, 
culture and art are becoming less accessible to broad categories of workers, even 
though they proclaim “the equality of chances and opportunities," in our country 
this equality finds its concrete expression in the development of the material 
base of culture and art, in new cultural institutions and locations, in the 
development and modernization of education at all grades, including the education 
in the languages of the coinhabitating nationalities, and in the carrying out 

of sustained publication activities, with the nationalities benefitting from 

a media and publication in their own language, as well as radio and television 
broadcasts in their maternal languages. 


All this are the incontestable realities which demonstrate that the Romanian 
Communist Pa ty, by giving expression to its high responsibilities to all the 
people, is carrying out its fundamental obligation by consistently bringing about 
full equality and by ensuring the development of the coinhabitating nationalities 
and the unity and brotherhood of all workers in the their creative struggle and 
work airected towards the prosperity of our common country. 
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QUALITY, EFFICIENCY OF LABOR FORCE DISCUSSED 
jucharest FRA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 5, 5 Mar 81 pp 12-15 


{Article by Dr Ion Pacararu: "Quality and Effectiveness of Social Labor"7 


(rene In Romania's present stage, oow that the technical-material base of socialism 
5 n created and we have a considerable highiy skilled manpower potential, the 
emphasis in production development is shifting more and more toward the intensive, 
qualitative factors such as greater labor productivity and better use of all material, 
financial and manpower resources through application of the advances of the technical- 
scientific revolution, in a word toward full exploitation of the factors that togeth- 
er enhance the effectiveness of social production as a whole. Effectiveness is an 
important point in the party's economic strategy and ultimately the main means of ac- 
complishing the purpose of socialist production, namely the welfare of all. As it 
says in the Directives of the 12th RCP Congress on Romania's Socioeconomic Develop- 
ment in the 1981-1985 Period and Long-Range Objectives up to 1990, the next five-year 
plan will further emphasize growth of economic effectiveness in all sectors of the 
national economy, the qualitative aspects of all socioeconomic activity, and the most 
productive use of all society's resources," 


Since all outlays contributing to creation of the social product are ultimately out- 
lays of live labor in various stages of the reproduction process, we must consider 
more effective production primarily from the standpoint of productivity and regard 
growth of social labor productivity as a general material process including both live 
and materialized labor, 


In view of the critical role of live labor or the labor force as the main productive 
force of society as well as the importance of greater labor productivity to obtaining 
the greatest possible effectiveness, it is clear that the rates of socioeconomic de- 
velopment and the success of the great aims of the RCP Program depend upon labor or- 
ganization, use of equipment, and improvement of occupational skills. In the last 
five-year plan enhancement of the national economic potential through rational and 
effective use of the labor force was vital to the successful solution of a wide range 
of economic, political and social problems of socialist construction. 


A very high degree of employment of the labor resources has been attained. Due to 

the reduction of the natural growth of the employable population because of some past 
phenomena, new conditions have been created and certain difficulties arise in supply- 
ing the enterprises with manpower, complicating the tasks of optimal distribution of 
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the gain in the employable population between the sectors of material production and 
tne rapidly grow.ng nonproductive sectors, Greater difficulties are expected in meet- 
ing the personne] requirement for such trades and occupations as construction, mining, 
ferrous metallurgy, drilling etc, and also for such industrial centers as Timisoara, 


Since further reduction of the proportion of the young rural population in the total 
employable agricultural population can interfere with use of agricultural equipment, 
aggravate production losses, and involve more of the urban iabor force in agricultur. 
al operations, especially harvesting, it is vital to approach the problem of releas-~- 
ing manpower from agriculture in the future and diverting it to other sectors more 
carefully,and differently for each and every commnity. Meanwhile firmer measures are 
needed in the counties with surplus manpower to help provide the new economic capaci- 
ties to be built there with local manpower. In general the intercounty migration of 
the labor force will be considerably reduced in both volume and directions, so that 
it is very important to rationalize it under the new conditions, 





Under the present circumstances the national economy is to be developed with no undue 
increase in the number of workers employed in material production but rather by a pro- 
nounced increase in social labor productivity as specified in the Directives of the 
1?th Party Congress, "The efforts will be concentrated on a more pronounced gain in 
social labor productivity, and about 80 percent of the national income is to be pro- 
duced thereby. Throughout industry labor productivity computed on the basis of net 
output is to be increased at an average annual rate of 7.0-7.5 percent, and one of 
5.u-6.2 percent in construction-installation.® Since the growing number of employees 
while the socialist economy was being created largely compensated for the shortage 

of other production factors, especially technical equipment, now the economic neces- 
sity of greater effectiveness objectively requires production methods that will con- 
serve live labor through better use of the existing equipment, technology and labor 
force. 


Rational and effective use of the labor force is a many-sided, highly complex pro- 
cess, and it depends to a great extent on the measures that are taken in other fields, 
such as placement of production, allocation and structure of investments, promotion 
of technical-scientific progress, working conditions, social measures etc. Changes 
in the formation, structure and use of the labor force usually occur later than the 
socioeconomic processes that cause them, Therefore if the problem arises of a change 
in trend in the use of the labor force, and we feel the problem arises as an objective 
necessity, provision for it must be made today, and therefore we must also change the 
planning methods. Accordingly I think the main planning objective now is to regard 
the factor of "labor resources" as the controlling one in choosing the aims and pur- 
pose of development as wel) as the means of accomplishing them, 


Considerable reduction of underproductive manual labor is one of the main ways of se- 
curing high rates of economic development with declining growth rates of labor re- 
sources. This requires special attention to the labor inputs in transport operati- 
ons, loading-unloading, storage and other auxiliary and service operations. Remem- 
ber that mechanization and automation of laborious and injurious operations are vital 
not only to growth of labor productivity but also to further stabilization of persor- 
nel and more extensive recruitment of youth for those jobs. It is not without signi- 
ficance that the Uniform National Plan assigns specific tasks for curtailing manual 
labor, broken down by ministries, industrial centrals and enterprises. 
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Much effort is required to improve the organization of production, labor and manage- 
ment and to appreciably curtail losses of working time and instability of personnel. 
AS a matter of fact, in setting the plan tasks for enhancing labor productivity it 
Woulkl be desirable to considerably augment the role and importance of the organising 
factors as essential means of conserving live labor and rationalizing production, 
Experience has made it abundantly clear that if organization of production and labor 
remains defective, application of the latest scientific-technical advances does not 
produce the expected results, But at a given level of technical equipment and when 
order has been established in organization of production and labor, use of the labor 
force can be considerably improved, It is no secret that without order and organiza- 
tion decl‘ ing labor discipline and greater personnel instability are inevitable, 


Certainly improved labor organization primarily depends upon regularity of production 
throughout the working day, week, month and year, strengthened technological disci- 
pline, reduced losses of working time, and normally intensive labor, In general this 
improvement requires no investments, considerably increases labor productivity, heigh- 
tens people's interest in their work, and creates pleasant working conditions for 
them. Collective forms of organization and remuneration of labor are important in 
this respect, and especially the overall contract system, which permits more exten- 
Sive servicing, miltiqualification, greater volume of operations with fewer workers, 
and ‘ewer intorruptions and stoppages in production, The time has come to begin gen- 
eral and regular improvement of labor organization in enterprises as well as wide- 
scale introduction of standard plans for labor organization not only in certain work 
places but also in brigades, shops, sections and entire enterprises. This will per- 
mit complete solution of labor organization problems for whole categories of person- 
nele 


Strent+hened order and discipline on all jobs have proved indispensable to rational 
use of working time and an important factor for greater efficiency of live labor, 

They can be achieved by further improvement in setting the work norms and by indivi- 
dual and collective photographing of the working day to detect and eliminate the cau- 
ses of stoppages and interruptions, We still have a very great many absences, delays, 
interruptions and stoppages in production, with annual losses of millions of days in 
wnich an output of billions of lei could have been produced, 


nsatisfactory operation of public transportation means causes great losses of work- 
ing time. In quite a few cases the work schedules of institutions and trade and ser- 
vice units are not coordinated with those of the productive units, so that much work- 
ing tive is lost. Contrary to the party's directions, at a mumber of points workers 
are used to carry out public tasks or mass actions during working hours. Firm mea- 
sures are required to remedy these situations, to improve the schedules of the soci- 
al-cultural and trade units (creches, kindergartens, polyclinics etc.), ami to coor- 
dinate them with the beginning and end of the productive units' schedules. 


we feel a particular need to discuss the problem of i _.. Wy, which has declined 
in recent years thanks to the higher technical level o1. p> ‘uction, better working 
and housing conditions, and the measures to encourage personnel stability. Yet the 
level of instability is still quite high in industry and especially in the construc- 
tion-installation enterprises, where more workers have left worksites than have been 
hired. Unorzanized transfers from one ‘ob to another for various reasons, but espec- 
jally because of unsatisfactory workins conditions or atmosphere or defective labor 
organization, cause losses of many work ng days, disorganize production, impair pro- 
ductivity and often lead to changes of occupation, extra outlays for retr-ining etc. 
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Quite a few enterprises do not pay enough attention to creating conditions essential 
to stabilizing personnel and often overlook the social factors that can unfavorably 
affect labor productivity, 'nfortunately there is still a tendency to maintain a 
larger mumber of workers in order to compensate for the existing defects in labor or- 
ganization and to cope with the production tasks. When greater labor productivity is 
essential to more effective social production it becomes highly important to actively 
seek ways of using the existing labor force more economically in every work place, 
shop, section and factory and to release and reassign surplus personnel in an organ- 
ized fashion, 


It can be said without exaggeration that in the present period the quality of the la- 
ber force is the most important factor for high productivity of social labor, greater 
general effectiveness, and transition to a new quality in all economic and social ac- 
tivities. Construction of a modern society based on the latest advances of science 
and progress requires highly skilled and competent people who can activate the entire 
socioeconomic mechanism and produce growing quantities of material and cultural val- 
ues of increasingly high quality. 


Realizing this fact, the RCP has been emphasizing occupational training and improve- 
ment of workers for al) fields of activity, intensified instruction and qualification, 
and modernization and development of the functions of the labor force. Moreover the 
results obtained in training the labor force during the years of socialist construc- 
tion are graphic evidence of the RCP's constant effort to make society's main produc- 
tive force contribute a~ much as possible to the development of Romanian society. 


When we consider the fact that greater labor productivity and effectiveness are an 
essential consideration governing Romania's immediate and long-range economic devel- 
opment and that they are inconceivable without rational use of the labor force, the 
problem of occupational training and impvovement acquires new meanings and a particu- 
lar importance, As our party secretary general pointed out, * It goes without saying 
that implementation of all the provisions in the Directives depends upon the activity 
of the cadres and men,our working class, the peasantry and intelligentsia, all workers 
regardless of nationality, and our people as a whole... We must emphasize training 
of cadres of workers and specialists and better occupational training of the coopera- 
tive farmers and farmers in general. Meanwhile we must firmly carry out the decision 
on further improvement of the awareness of all personnel from the Central Committee 
and the Executive Political Committee down to the last worxer." 


Under these circumstances occupational training and improved technical and general 
cultural training of all workers in keeping with the requirements of Romania's socio- 
econoric development and of technical-scientific progress are the main objectives of 
Romania's socioeconortic development in the present decade. The Directives of the 
12th Party Congress call for occupational training of more than 2.7 million persons, 
including about 2.45 million skilled workers, 55,000 experts and over 120,000 person- 
nel with higher education, in the 1981-1985 period to meet the personnel requirement 
(natural gain and losses), Therefore major quantitative and especially qualitative 
changes will be made in the manpower training structure. The proportion of skilled 
workers in the total workers will reach about 90 percent and over 95 percent in the 
peak sectors of industry. Emphasis will be placed on training skilled workers in 

the basic trades for machine building, the metallurgical, mining, petroleum, chem_- 
ca] and construction materials industries and constructioi.-installation, and in the 
agricultural trades, Over one-third of the total workers to be trained will be 
sicilled in such trades as cutting processor, fitter, mechanic, miner, petroleum 
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worker, steelwor<er, blast-furnace worker, driver, structure builder etc, in this 
period, In futwre years education on all levels will be further improved by ever 
Closer integration with research and production and will play a growing role in 
training personnel essential to the national economy, so that it will best meet the 
demands of technical progress and modern production as well as the requirements for 
rapid development of the tech’ ' *al-mterial base and superstructure of soclety. 


All these measures that have veen outlined here a 4 the vast efforts that will be 
made to train and improve the labor force are indicative of the importance of this 
problem at present and especially in the future. The intensive progress of science 
and technology will radically change the nature and content of the labor of the work- 
er and the specialist. The skilled worker's labor will become more and more of a 
variant of technical-engineering work as new forms of interdependence between man 
and machine, new conditions and a new structure of productive activity are created 
that will considerably lessen the differences between physical and intellectual work. 
The changes that will be made in the production structure and the changed forms and 
methods of organization due to wide-scale application of the new technologies will 
entail essential changes in the training of workers and the other operatives in ma- 
terial production as well as changes in the relations between the various groups of 
occupations, strengtnening the trend toward training the versatile worker for the 
benefit of both the individual, for his complete fulfillment, and of society as well. 


Of course overall mechanization and automation of production and development of the 
technical inventory radically change the nature and content of the worker's labor, 
gradually shifting the emphasis from physical, muscular efforts to intellectual ac- 
tivity with a high proportion of creative elements, and the structure of the worker's 
functions is changed accordingly. The operational functions consisting of transfor- 
mation of the object of labor, and especially those dependent upon physical effort 
and simpler and monotonous activity, are gradually shifted to the machines and re- 
Placed by control, regulation and observation of the technological process. 


Since technical-scientific progress usually involves the use of more complex equip- 
ment, the volume of work on regulating, repairing and servicing the equipment is 
considerably greater, Maintenance of equipment in operating condition and its use 
to full capacity very heavily depend upon the qualifications of the repairmen. The 
labor of that category of workers is becoming increasingly intellectual and demands 
sound and comprehensive knowledge as well as great occupational skills on their part. 
Activity in connection with control of highly complex technological equipment or 
processes is becoming more and more like technical-engineering work in its content, 
since the latter is characterized by the functions of caiculation, observation, re- 
gulation and control of the technological process. On the highest levels of automa- 
tion, where the workers' functions are confined to observation of the control panel 
and the automated system, there is generally no objective reason for including the 
respective workers in either the category of workers or that of technical-engineer- 
ing personnel, since the distinction between those categories is erased. Workers 
and technical-engineering personnel will also become increasingly alike as the oper- 
ational functions are transferred to machines and equipment is developed that prac- 
tically eliminates the worker's labor in various stages of the technological cycle. 


But the demands on personnel training in the present period are occasioned not only 
by the production equipment the workers are to use but also by their participation 
in production management and planning in Ronanian socialist society, so that a pure- 
ly technical instruction proves inadequate. Occupational training must be based 














increasingly on the consideration that in Romania today a superior ani well-rounded 
wraining is no longer just 4 means to mastery of the modern productive forces bul ai- 
80 & necessity for orming any creative activity. This requires more emphasis 
upon the political-ideological and economic education that will facilitate the work- 
ero' understanding of the lawa and motive forces of social development as well as 
their active and cf*icient participation in economic and social management. The par- 
ty requires us to train a skilled individual while forming his consciousness of his 
responsibility for the development of socialist society. In the course of person | 
training we must instill the revolutionary spirit, devotion to the socialist ration, 
discipline, organigation, the collectivist spirit and the trend toward a broad voc. 
tional outlook that oan discover the interrelations of phenomena and stirulate crea- 
tive initiative. 


When there is a very dynamic technical base and the means and objects of labor and 
the production technology are affected by technical-scientific advances, theoretical 
and practical knowledge must be refreshed and new working skills mst be acquired or, 
in other words, qualifications mst be constantly .mproved. Actually, general chanpo 
in the material elements of production, change in the machine inventory, improved 
technology and labor organization, use of new kinds of raw materials and materials, 
etc. change the nature of the functions of labor and require new knowledge and skills 
in keeping with the qualitative state of these elements. Acquisition of new, supple- 
mentary theoretical and practical knowledge through study and instruction is the con- 
crete expression of such an improvement in qualifications, 


™he RCP closely associates accomplishment of the strategic objectives of Romnia's 
eeneral prorress and of more effective social production especially with improved 
personnel training. [It accordingly becomes most urgent to thoroughly analyze our 
ranpower training potential and the extent to which it meets the new developmental 
requirements in order to determine exactly what must be done in this respect. I al- 
so consider it necessary to critically evaluate the present methods of personnel 
training and improvement to see whether or not they meet the demands of technic 1- 
scientific prorress. Such analyses are particularly necessary because the nature of 
the changes and the qualifications demanded of personnel under the present technical- 
scientific revolution have been reflected only to a rather limited extent in the Ro- 
manian technical literature. Nor do I think the problems in connection with the 
changes in the social structure and with the qualification of the labor resources 

in Romania have been adequately analyzed, althcugh “in general" we have the neces- 
sery data. 


But a minber of practical problems, ro to speak, remain unsolved, For instance, 

the training plans have been fulfilled o- the whole, but many enterprises, the newly 
vullt ones especially, are not provided with manpower in the necessary qualification 
etructure. This contributes to failure to meet the planned activation deadlines and 
failure to attain the technical-economic parameters within the time limits. More 
careful study of the workers’ occupational qualification structure reveals that 
about two-thirds of the total skilled workers were trained in enterprises, in short- 
term coursos or by experience on the job. And in this decade too those training me- 
thods will play an important part in workers training. The adult population chang- 
ing jobs, especially those shifting from agriculture to industry and construction, 
are trained in this way, retraining in other trades is provided for, etc. The re- 
cent levelopment of multiple professions and acquisition of a second trade by many 
workers also encourages extensive maintenance of this form of occupational traininr. 








Nevert)closs we mst recognise that maintenance of this method of wor'ser training in 
ite present form is in a sense an obstacle to development of the productive forces, 
Since it does not provide the necessary professional quality. The main reasons are 
the rather short time in which the workers are trained, their inadequate study of tie 
theoretical disciplines, etc, By these methods workers usually acquire a restricted 
knowledge of their trades, so that they have to be retrained even in case of minor 
changes in equipment and technologies. Narrowness of their occupational training al- 
so has the further disadvant»ce of causing unwarranted increases in awdliary and 
service personnel, For example, a turner trained in qualification courses and direct- 
ly participating in the production process uses the services of at least five other 
highly skilled workers, namely an expert, a mechanic, a fitter, an electrician and a 
setter, and since the latter are employed, he interrupts production when any defect 
occurs in his lathe. What is more, not even the present methods of improving work- 
ers occupational training can remedy matters in the meantime. 


Study of the workers qualification structure also indicates that in a great many en- 
terprises, especially those activated in the last 5 years, there are shortages, 
sometimes acute, of the higher brackets of qualification while the lesser ones show 
considerable surpluses. It can also be said without fear of error that by and larce 
all Romanian industry shows a certain lag in the level of workers qualification be- 
hind the entirety of existing operations, with all its consequences for the quality 
of the operations performed and for the level of labor productivity, 


These are a few questions which I wanted to raise and which can be successfully re- 
solved by active and productive collaboration of all those interested and involved 
in the field of personnel training and improvement. In that way society's main pro- 
ductive force, the labor force, will be more effectively used ard the great socioceco- 
noric tasks assigned the people by the RCP for this five-year plan will be accom- 
plished, 
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ROMANLA 


DEFICIENCIES OF LITBRARY CRITICISM ANALYZED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 5, 5 Mar 61 pp 2h-26 


* Ton Dodu Balan: “Literary Criticism As an Ideological Dimension of 
ture" 


[Text] literary criticism in particular and criticism of art in general (but to a 
much lesser extent) are again in the center of discussions in the press, on the ra- 
dic and TV, in the specialised scientific research institutes, and in the subject 
departments in higher education. In recognition of its social importance, its for- 
mative role of aesthetic and ideological education of the masses of readers, and 
ite contribution to the discovery and promotion of talents, to guidance of public 
taste, and to tio formation of a scientific conception of the world and life, cri- 
ticism is being discussed more heatedly than ever in the widest ranks of lovers of 
art and literature. Especially since the welcome and interesting 





Responsibility"), Paul Anghel ("Objectivity and Fluctuations of the Value Judgment"), 
Ion Dodu Balan ("Competence and Fidelity of the act of Criticism"), Bugen Simion 

("A New 'Torrent of Words'?"), Al. Balaci ("The Ethical, Formative Purpose of Liter- 
ature"), and Ion Oarcasu ("The Integrating Philosophical View"), I might say that 
their consideration of two standards, the professional and the ethical, has lent the 
discussions of criticism a welcome breadth that bears witness once again to the im- 
portance of this discipline as part of our culture. 


By expressing a wide variety of tastes and opinions, these "colloquia" and other dis- 
cussions in the literary press (to which I could have wished reknowned critics like 
Constantin Ciopraga, Mircea Zaviu, Ov. S. Crohmalniceam, N,. Balota, R. Munteam or 
Ion Ianosi to contribute their experience) have also attracted in salutary fashion 
the equally varied and interesting opinions of some enthusiastic and competent read- 
ers. And finally, the discussion of criticism, when well organized in an atm- 
sphere of true freedom and democracy, is actually a dialogue, a spirited, engrossing 
colloouium and no monotonous monologue or dialogue of the deaf, which has occurred 
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more than once, But for ite greater effectiveness, I would suggest that future 
discussions in the daily or literary presse be more specific and refer more directly 
to authors, works and publishing houses, to the attitudes taken by subject journals, 
and to the right or wrong opinions of writers or critics whether they are plainly 


stated or merely implied, 


I feel an even wider participation of writers of all generations and readers of the 
most diverse social strata would also be welcome, Romanian-speaking readers could 
be better informed as to what is going on in Romanian criticism written in Hungarian, 
German and Serbian, Such an exchange of experience would be really productive and 
would contribute to a sounder knowledge of current Romanian literature, ite directi- 
ons of development, and its significant values. 


Of course the discussion is continuing and all these points can be taken up as well 
as many others, especially if the discussion is entended to include criticiem of fine 
arts, music and drama, which seems normal to us. Meanwhile SCINTBIA, ROMANIA LIBERA, 
CONTEMPORANUL and the radio have been holi.g such discussions, which is indicative 
of seriousness in the general approach to the problems of literary and artistic cri- 
ticiem. I thought the talented director Horea Popescu's comments in SCINTEIA were 
noteworthy, intelligent and fraught with ideas, 


Of all the comments in the daily SCINTEIA, in the other journals or on the radio, 
the most outstanding was the idea that we now have an impressive corps of good, tal- 
ented and well-trained critics who analyse, most often with competence and feeling, 
the current literary phenomenon according to its artistic nature and its role in 
society. 


We have a literary criticism with a broad cultural outlook and a flexible scope, 
free of proletkultist dogmas but not always of aestheticizing dogmas as well. It is 
a constantly developing scientific criticism gaining real prestige among specialists 
and the reading public and a receptive, enterprising criticism capable of desipning 
anew culture. It is a dynamic criticiom applied with acuity to the nature of the 
artistic creation but not invariably also with an adequate integrating power or any 
plain concern for the content and message of the analyzed work. And it is a Marxist 
criticism, open to the most interesting advances in that field but without overlook- 
ing the results of phenomenological criticism, of the "new criticism" illustrated by 
a Jean Pierre Richard, Charles Mauron, Georges Poulet, Roland Barthes et al, or of 
the structuralist, psychoanalytic, existentialist, archetypal, semiotic, stylistic 
and other forms of criticism. 


But contact with such schools of criticism mst not lead us to mechanical acceptance, 
as it often happens, of any theories that exclude historical determinism or divorce 
the existence of the character in literature from any social-historical determinati- 
on by opposing him to society itself, theories that present the artistic creation as 
a mere expression of a frequently pathological subconscious, as a succession of ob- 
sessions or aS a mere automatic dictation from the depths in man. Scientific criti- 
cism mst be in a continuing dialogue with other critical systems, comparing itself 
with them, opposing them when necessary, objectively weighing their theoretical con- 
tributions, and confirming their truths. Mechanical, fruitless and servile trans- 
planting from one ideological milieu to another is unacceptable to Marxist criticism. 
Uncritical and uncreative borrowings are clearly harmful to the critic's originality, 
to his ideological position, and to the orientation of Romanian socialist-humnist 
literature. Out of more or less honest borrowings we can make no intellectual capi- 
tal of our own to lend us authority or inspire us. 
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In criticism we must be ourselves, assert our Marxist viewpoint, and exploit our na- 
t.onal experience because, as Alexandru Balaci wrote in SCINTEIA, "Any creative per- 
somality is deeply rooted in the historical soil of his own nation and his own soci- 
al and intellectual environment to which he organically belongs. Despite their dis- 
tinct personalities, the creators of literature belong to an ideological and cultur- 
al background aml share in a general intellectual heritage, Bven if the work of art 
is judged from within, as a "product" composed of various components and strata of 
sounds, meanings and typical characters, the creator's mode of thought, ideology, 
and ethical and aesthetic purpose cannot be ignored, Conor’n with the linguistio- 
formal problems of the work of art that are posed solely by tne formalists and striuc- 
turalistes cannot exist alone... A theory to the effect that there are only relati- 
ons of expression between literary works and systems cannot be rationally accepted, 
The backround and content cannot be ignored even when the form and art of language 
are being judged. The idea content and the ideological connection of works of art 
cannot be ienored, The mode of thought, ideology and ethical ose forming lit- 
erature cannot be sacrificed to a formalist-expressionist problem, This problematic 
dilemma Setween "contentiste" and "formalists" cannot in any case overlook reality 
—* — between the literary and the social." (SCINTEIA No 11916 
January 


In Ion Oarecasu's opinion expressed in the same issue of SCINTEIA, these very real de- 
fects, present in our criticism too, can be corrected "by the approach of Marxist 
erticism, which bases the method on the possibility of knowing the objective truth 
and on the idea of integrating the work or text in the general process of knowing 
the world and modifying it in practice. The progress of the new methods of critical 
prospecting would then come to prolong the progress shown by the Marxist theory of 
knowledge, itself in full course of renovation and reproportioning. The present 
stage is one of expectation. The euphoria of the first victorious assaults upon the 
“antiquated redoubt" of traditional criticism were followed by doubts that arose ev- 
en in the new schools of criticism that are trying to propose remedies, For the "new 
critics" lack an integrating philosophical view to correlate the method and the spir- 
it of scientific, lexical precision with the profound truths of human knowledge.” 


A similar opinion was expressed by G. Dimisianu in SCINTEIA No 11912, 7 December 1980, 
plainly departing from the autonomist positions in evaluating the development of li- 
terature and asking the critics to reinforce their historical viewpoint by "clear, 
fully substantiated reassertion, openly polemic if necessary, of the conception that 
considers the expessions of culture in their inseparable relationship with the forms 
of material existence, with the social and with history. Criticism still has a creat 
strurrle with its own limitations ar,’ inertia, with the too technical and limited 
descriptive viewpoint of many articles," with the "persistence of others in an am- 
chronistic, and especially, ineffectual autonomism because of the illusory attempt 

to isolate the aesthetic from other elements composing the reality of the creation," 
with "insufficient emphasis on the message of the work," an in general the "still 

too timid attempts to pursue literature in the entire depth of its philosophical 

and political-social implications." To these professional shortcomings I would add 
others of an ethical nature, like the tribute paid by sore to the group spirit, ex- 
cessive subjectivism, pre‘udices, confusion of the author with the work, etc. 


herefore we must constantly assert an impeccable ethic in the act of criticism, as 
well as Marxist philosophy's great power to creatively interrate all the data of the 
modern sciences and research concerning man (psychology, sociology, linguistics, 

some results of psychoanalysis and structuralism, etc.) and also its power to reject 








eclecticism and to militate with revolutionary intransigence against idealism and 
backward thinking. Marxism expects consistency and firmness of literary critician, 
net bending with the wind, As one intelligent writer said, a confused guide is no- 
thing but a lost comrade, Marxist criticiam requires great moral probity, sincere 
amd boundless love of worthy creation, and intolerance of nonvalues, makeshifte and 
superficiality. But as the literary critic and historian Al. Piru maintained, "Cri- 
tisim is primarily assertion and only secondarily negation, It means to recognize 
and determine values and only then to reject velleity and imposture. The intellectu- 
al climate in which we live favors positive, comprehensive and responsible critical 
action from which incompetence and superficiality alone are excluded.” 


Marxist criticism can be neither negativistic nor apologetic. It must always consist 
of a frank discussion of man and the great problems of existence that enter sometimes 
brilliantly and sometimes tragically into the biography of the actual man, in tho 
flesh and bones, historically and socially determined, I mention this necessity with 
=e <1 that it is often overlooked and that we often pay too great a tribute to 
orm lism. 


Sometimes in confrontations on the universal level we repeat commonplace truths withe 
out exploiting the inner reserves of Marxist philosophy and, whether we like it or 
not, we leave to the existentialist, psychoanalytic, archetypal or other kinds of 
critics the privilege of intensive investigation of essential problems of life and 

of the man of today. When we too readily resort to technicism, strictly formal pro- 
blems, professionist snobbery, petty, unprincipled polemics, trifling and "pilfering" 
we deprive ourselves of this fine opportunity that opens up a broad field for criti- 
cal investiyation, No one can speak more new and essential truths about literature 
and art, about their relations with reality, or about man and his relations with so- 
ciety than the true Marxist critic. Therefore the Marxist critic has to be thorough- 
ly and directly knowledgeable about contemporary society and the soul of the new man. 
In conveying his impressions of literature to the reading public, he also verifies 
his tastes and judgments by comparing them with the latter's opinions. That is why 

I consider the reader's participation in the discussion in SCINTEIA so salutary, 
which participation must be sreatly expanded and encouraged for the benefit of the 
mractice of literary criticism, 


There is nothing more futile than the effort to arbitrarily impose creations and 
tastes of no value. I cannot proclaim the modest beginner X a genius when he is on- 
ly a miserable imitator or, even worse, a plagiarizer just because I take a certain 
interest in him. Est modus in rebus. And we must maintain that measure, narely 

“ood critical taste, under any circumstances. Bugen Simion also pleads for a mea- 
sure in his remarks, accusing some reviewers of “immoderate language" and an "orgy 
of superlatives, replacing aesthetic justification with laudatory prose." Ina live- 
ly and flexible style, with useful observations, the critic brings out a serious dis- 
crepancy in the immoderate comment on the published books. "I read and cannot be- 
lieve what I sees The reviewer conveys the impression that he is experiencing a 
masterpiece and only a masterpiece and that he is breathing the air of intellectual 
peaks and only of peaks... I wonder whether the literary reviewer has lost his wits 
or his elementary moral honesty." 


Sometimes these defects, which occur throughout literary and art criticism openly or 
in disguise even in the case of those who criticize them in others, are possible be- 
cause some critics are the leritimate holders of columns in various dailies and 

journals seemingly for life, and this gives them a feeling of immunity. It is quite 
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rivi.t to stigmatize "some critics' proprietary attitude," an “outmoded phenomenon" 
tut gives rise, as it was said in the discussions, to many abuses beginning wit) 
Lnposition of personal taste "and from there to recruitment of obedient disciples 
and institution of hegemonic attitudes and practices, and reaching the point of boy- 
cotting or compromising those with other opinions," While noteworthy and honest 
books pass unnoticed, the attempt is made to attract attention to mediocre books, 
But understand me, the presence of serious regular columns in a journal is an act of 
culture and cannot be rejected out of hand, 


A3 we know, the great Romanian critics distinguished themselves in one publication 
or another by objectivity, honesty, a sound and rich culture, concern for the fate 
of the national literature, respect for the public and the desire to educate them 
and provide them with a good intellectual pablum. Thus they started schools and L.. 
terary trends around the journals and circles they conducted on the basis of a clear 
aesthetic program accompanied by a keen patriotism. In generul they were all charac- 
terized by impeccable ethical and professional conduct. Let us think of Titu Maior- 
escu, C. D. Gherea, Nicolae Iorga, Dlarie Chendi, Garabet Ibraileanu, Bugen Lovin- 
escu, Tudor Viema, George Calinestu, Pompiliu Constantinescu and so many others. 

But they werr > human, and sometimes subjectivism played tricks on them when they 
wanted to pr some paltry sceribbler or poet as a writer of merit by criteria oth- 
er than aesthetic ones, Of course they did not succeed because the great or minor 
writer is born and cannot be made by a critic. Our literary climate would also be 
improved if this point were better understood. Unfortunately it is understood with 
great difficulty and some critics harbor the illusion that they make the writers. 
Even worse, some writers even believe in such critical "spells" and form "cliques" 
around the miserable priest. 


Other comments, sipned by Zoe Dumitrescu-5usulenga, Serban Cioculescu, Valeriu Rape- 
anu, Paul Anghel, Mircea Iorgulescu and the undersigned, also discuss the same pro- 
fessional and ethical problems of literary criticism, some of them with the advantage 
of a welcome specific quality, censuring some unacceptable habits like the group spi- 
rit, lack of principle, nonprofessionalism, fraud, poor quality and tolerance of sub- 
literary and paraliterary phenomena, deloring the lack of practical effect of the 

‘ti scussions of criticism in the last 5 or 6 years, and calling serious attention to 
the great ethical and professional responsibilities of the activists who guide such 
ideological sectors, 


So that the discussion to which we are referring (which is still in full course) my 
have some definite results, at least for me and the colleagues closest to my activ- 
ity, permit me to ask myself again, at the risk of repeating myself, how we could 
make literary criticism more effective, more principled and better, with a much frea- 
ter role in the evolution of our ideological and intellectual activity? According to 
the comments read in the press and heard on the radio, I think many other colleagues, 
critics and writers would subscribe to some answers, 


‘cn any discussion of criticism we should begin with a very pragmatic question, not 
so much what it is, wnich has been said lone ago and too often, but particularly what 
do we expect of it? 


There are many answers but I think a few are essential. First, that we comment on 
current literature knowledgeably, objectively, honestly and competently, That we 
Say whether a book is food or bad, whether or not it is worth reading, whether it 
contributes anything new that we have not read before, and specifically what it has 








to offer in the way of viewpoint and artistic expression. I also proceed from the 
fact that the act of criticism is performed on Romanian literature and primarily for 
the Romanian reader, who has a certain perceptive frame of reference, certain tastes 
and intellectual needs, and certain ethical and aesthetic ideals, and we must always 
keep this reader in mind, Otherwise the act of criticiem would be utterly futile. 


That we interpret the national characteristics of Romanian literature with clear 
pride and intellectual dignity. That we know other literatures well and respect them 
but do not bow down before them in servile fashion, as has happened more than once, 


Then it is absolutely necessary for us to make use, with more dedication, correctness 
and professional dignity, of the so ricn and ebullient ideological climate favorable 
to development of the arts, creative personalities, and comparisons of ideas. We 
must read as many as possible of the published works objectively, and we must compare 
them sine ira et studio, keeping the great values of national and world literature 
constantly in mind, in order to avoid laudatory style and apologetic or negativistic 
attitudes. We must state the Marxist ideological position plainly, defending it with 
skill «nd resolve. We must avoid the eclecticism we often encounter in the literary 
press and make no concession to bourgeois ideology. We mst not accept the debilita- 
ted snobs who impress the naive and half-educated or the senile professors who want 
to credit any impostors with novelty. We must make as great an effort to promote a 
worthy book as its author made to write it. We mst avoid literary cliques and see 
to the unity in diversity of our literary front. We mst respect our opinions with- 
out tlunting the critical spirit or concealing the errors. We mst not arrogantly 
believe that literature exists because criticism or clerks exist. I would say the 
opposite, but we mst not form complexes because of this objective situation, and we 
must realize that we are all responsible for the scale of values established today 
in Romanian culture. We mst be representatives of public opinion while remaining 
ouselves and not making any concession to bad taste, ignorance or fraud, and being 
critics we can also be self-critics, We must not confuse the work with the person 
(Alecu Russo has again advised us to this effect), and we must make every effort to 
develop Romanian literature and culture in general in keeping with the era in which 
we live and all our great national traditions. And we must leave to the future, 

with the efforts and common responsibility of the critics and the creators, the real 
image of this present, telling the world the truth about ourselves. 
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ROMANIA 


CURRENT LITERARY SCENE REVIEWED BY WRITER 
Bucharest FLACARA in Romanian 26 Mar 81 pp 15, 17 
[Interview with Mihai Ungeanu by Ilie Pur: 


[Text] [Question] If I were to ask you to give me one event--or the event--which 
influenced or changed the face of Romanian writing in recent times, what would 
your answer be? 


[Answer] Positive or negative? 
[Question ]Positive. 


[Answer] Without question, having the party leadership abolish censorship. Too lit- 
tle is said about this act, whose incalculable positive results are being seen and 
will continue to be seen. Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu understood that the forward steps 
for Romanian literature required this. However, the new situation also requires a 
new responsibility from the writers. 


[Question] And what would the negative aspect be? 


[Answer] Some had asked for the abolishment of censorship as if they were asking 
for the moon from the skies, knowing that the moon never is given. The freedom to 
act, however, did not produce the much awaited works immediately but,rather,violent 
incriminations in the press as if the abolishing of the celebrated institution had 
no purpose other than to bring out old aversions. 


[Question] In your opinion, which are the books of this new climate? 


[ Answer | Let us refer to the last one and one-half years, approximately in chrono- 
logical order: Ion Lancranjan's "Fiul Secetei" (Son of the Drought), "Cel Mai Iu- 
bit Dintre Paminteni" (The Most Beloved Human Being), "Biblioteca din Alexandria 
(The Library in Alexandr’a) by Petre Salcudeanu, "“Vocile Noptii" (Voices of the 

Night) by Augustin Buzura, "Fluviile” (The Streams) by Paul Anghel, "“Iepurele Schiop” 
(The Lame Rabbit) by D. R. Popescu, "Dragostea si Revolutia" (Love and the Revolu- 
tion) by Dinu Sararu, "Manifest Pentru Sanatatea Pamintului” (Manifesto for a Healthy 
Earth) by Adrian Paunescu, "Elegii Politice" (Political Elegies) by Ion Gheorghe 
and "Iubiti-va pe Tunuri™ (Love Your Cannons) again by Paunescu. 





[Question] Do you accept the idea of the existence of the newly esteblished lit- 
erary groups in Romanian literature] 


[Anawer] An attempt was made in a short article in NEVE ZURICHER ZEITUNG, on the 
basis of some concerned information, to give credit to the information that a "Eu- 
gen Sarbu group" of obscure purpose had been established in Romanian literature, 

No matter where it comes from, this kind of information proves a lot of fantasy and, 
beyond this, bad faith. Ite attempts to disfigure the appearance of Romanian writers 
of well-known independence and nonconformity chrough inventive rallying. Ouoted is 
Adrian Paynescu, who is well known for his many and old disagreements with Eugen 
Barbu, the well-known novelist. It is all the more illustrative that writers ap- 
proached in the most unpunctilious manner in SAPTAMINA were placed alongside Eugen 
Barbu. I think these configurations are tendentious prefabrications and accepting 
them is an incentive for dissension. The habit of dividing Romanian literature in- 
to separate and antagon!»''c camps no longer has any meaning today. 


[Quest.on] But did it have meaning at some time? 


[Answer] In the age in which we had to part with the past, establishing this kind 
of view was possible and even considered necessary. The coexistence of Gherea 
and Maiorescu was not possible then, just as the coexistence of Ibraileanu and 
Lovinescu was not either. To conceive of the glory of one writer by obligatorily 
eliminating another one produces bad effects. That same mentality presided recent- 
ly in Calinescu's denigration in favor of Lovinescu. The mechanism, a Maniheic one, 
is the same and its saviors--old or new--merely have changed the elements of the 
demonstration. Dividing literary history into military encampments unfortunately 
also has extended to modern literature. Literature is animated by contrary ten- 
sions. Marin Preda was opposed by the stubborness of Eugen Barbu, although 
artistically they are not compatible structures. For a long time the development 
of the poets Nichita Stanescu and Ion Gheorghe was viewed also as an antagonistic 
pair. It is easy to see what results from this. The exclusivism of this mentali- 
ty produces a literary climate accoraingly. 


[Question] Can you also give other examples of exclusivism in literary criticism? 


[Answer] Follow a portion of the 1980 literary balances. Several names consis- 
tently are missing as if these writers did not exist and never existed, as if they 
never wrote anything. We reach the paradoxical situation of meeting in the read- 
ers, as a novelist told me, better defined pictures of certain very often read 
writers, about whom the critics are as quiet as a mouse or they get into a violent 
conflict with the readers’ taste. In one of these recent books, "Dragostea si PRevo- 
lutia" by Dinu Sararu, there is a portrait of a party activist ill with a special 
Bovarism, of the aristocratic pose, Anghel Tocsobie, an artist in the science of 
being on presidiums. 


[Question] Why are you citing this character? 


[Answer] [ am citing this character because bothcriticism as well as Anghel Toc- 
sobie are obsessed by models, animated by aesthetic Bovarism and they forget to 


truly contemplate the live being, the concrete existence of literature. No matter 
how odd it seems, despite the professions of faith being made, a portion of our 
literary criticism is increiibly normative. What does not enter into one critic's 
notebook either is being neglected, ignored on purpose or rejected. Do you not 








think it is important that the taste has been lost for following literary phenom- 
ena in their entirety for great distances and that literary criticism today very 
many times is veduced to 4 simple commentary on books, without the perspective of 
the contexts which are required? Read in themselves, these texts may be--and some 
are~-intelligent, even brilliant. But placed end to end, they do not always show 
that critical awareness which is able to see the literary phenomenon in its com- 
plex flow, past and present. The system of small and large autonomies is very 

bad for the critical act. First, because literature is made independent of life. 
Then, because within this broad independence, others are created. Within a lit- 
erature the types and kinds are analyzed independently and in the limits of one 
author's creation merely one book is brought out from all of them. The loss of 
relationship with the context or contexts is clear. Admirably, G. Calinescu stat- 
ed that he did not read books but writers (that is, all their works) and that he 
did not read writers but literature (that is, national literatures in their entire- 
ty). Stated another way, the critic allows himself to be "reformulated" by che lit- 
erature with which he comes in contact, 


[Question] Is not protochronism, about which you also organized a discussion, 
vce of these norms? 


[Answer] Protochronism does not set standards for anything; on the contrary, it 
requests the abolishing of standards which sec any literature in an excessive de- 
pendence of creativity on others and a value subordination to them. As Edgar Papu 
following in Tudor Vlanu's footsteps understands it, protochronism requires the 
utilization of the neglected value dowry of any literature. It does not proceed 
from the obligatory priority of a certain culture, the obsession of the synchronists, 
hut from what Blaga called "the equalness of cultures." In short, another perspec- 
tive is being proposed for Romanian literature, with the emphasis on the indepen- 
dence of the creative act. This perspective also has changed before the eyes of 
the enemies of the idea of protochronism and the most eloquent fact is the emphasis 
on a modern literary era without the complex of synchronization back in the 1/7th- 
18th centuries by a team of “oldtimers," among which we cite Virgil Candea, Dan 
Zamfirescu, Zoe Dumitrescu-Busulenga, Al. Dutu, Dan Horia Mazila, about whose merits 
too little still is being said. According to some linguists, the appearance of the 
Romanian literary language is even older than the 19th century, but these radical 
reviews are reached by investigations which refuse preconceived ideas and methodo- 
logical exclusivisms out of principle. 


[Question] But does not a "dismissal," an exclusivism operate here, too? Has not 
synchronism been rejected in favor of -rotochronism? Was not E. Lovinescu a victim 
of the discussion about protochronisr and synchronism? 


[Answer] The fatal alternative between "protochronism or synchronism" does not be- 
long to those who have debated the two concepts but is a Maniheic projection pro- 
duced by Maniheic minds. If someone is a Daltonist, the ones around him are not 
guilty because of this. Protochronism can coexist very well with synchronism, which 
has been shown in a broad sense by the participants in the debate mentioned. Just as, 
by taking on the idea of synchronism, it is not required for us to understand it as 
expressed by E. Lovinescu. Minus the term, it had been set forth earlier by Cherea-- 
unsystematically, it is true--but outlined precisely enough. Everything is disput- 
able, starting with paternity. It is then too easily forgotten that the greatest 
intellects of the age disputed, refused or criticized the way in which E. Lovinescu 
had formulated synchronism. Today, any type of criticism of this theory is felt to 
be a sacrilege. Even when it is being made from Marxist positions. 








[Question] It is possible that this kind of criticism could be understood as a 
cloud on E. Lovinescu's + ‘rits. 


[Answer] E. Lovinescu's merits are historic and nobody can take them away. But 

to take on his theory of synchronism and his view regarding the formation of mod- 
erm Romania without any reservation is not a wise act in the first place. Mean- 
while diverse works of history, the history of culture, literature, sociology, phil- 
osophy have appeared, which change the data of the problems attacked by E. Lovines- 
cu. It is good for us to take them into account. To paralyze the analysis of 

E. Lovinescu's opinions from a Marxist angle, as some have attempted to do, for 

the reason that we are returning to moments already completed--read here the pro- 
letcult period--is just like an invitation backwards,to an outdated stage of prob- 
lems. 


[Question] So I understand that we would have to cope with all kinds of nostalgias: 
nostalgia for the monopoly of opinions, nostalgia for critical and ideological Lo- 
vinescu. Are there any others? 


[Answer] The nostalgia for "Minerii din Maramures” (The Miners of Maramures). A 
magazine published the proposal to reintroduce in school this poem which was worthy 
during its time. In some cases the nostalgia takes on more subtle forms, some times, 
it is more crude. 


[Question] But is it not normal for these products, the natural product of a lit- 
erary point, the expression of a political following, to be forgotten? 


[Answer] I am in complete agreement. But I believe that they should stay in 
their place, not in manuals which generally offer models, but in the retrospec- 
tive publications of those concerned. Unfortunately, their authors are the first 
ones to weed out their collections of these texts, viewed as sins and hidden as a 
result. Seasonal publications have been proliferated; they follow the fads and 
adjust the literary past of the person republished according to the fad today. 
Reporting from earlier times, the great poems, innumerable occasional poems will 
be looked for in vain in the new editions of some of the modern authors. The in- 
terest in manufacturing new faces is preponderant. From here we have our conclu- 
sion that these authors do not like their old selves. 


[Question] You spoke of standards, however I still have not seen a Boileau of 

our times. But the magazine pages abound with professions of faith which assert 
that the act of criticism is governed merely by the judgment of artistic value. 

Are you not being contradicted by the facts? 


{Answer} An example: Our literary criticism has taken action to stimulate a lit- 
erature of social-political courage. This is the theoretical desirable. But do 
you not think it unnatural that in a criticism agitated at some time by the idea 
of "the total truth” and social-political courage the discussion of the socio- 
political texture of the books itself lacks courage? No matte: how big the phob- 
ia of excessive and simplifying ideologizing criticism of the 50's is, not to 
discuss critically the content or ideology of a novel seems to me to be a case of 
inadequacy. lon Lancranjan's literature, in which politics occupies the central 
place, must support a true aesthetizing reprimand. This is eloquent, is it not? 
Refuge in seeking modalities, construction, writing, in the study of signs means 
just as much desertion from achieving a complete critical act and with disideolo- 
gizing effects. 














[Question] Somehow has the novel of the "decade of obsession" lived its life? 


[Answer] Any book with real qualities, coupled with success, causes imitation 
sometimes brought up to epigonism. The novel of the "decade of obsession" con- 
sumed a formula but not also the substance which was at its disposal. The ideal 

is for these books to be in competition with the realities of those years and not 
with other books about those years. By leaving the formula with subject and roles 
fixed--and leaving the fad--and returning to the reality, this level will be re- 
vitalized., 


[Question] In the interview Dinu Sararu recently gave us in FLACARA, he led us to 
understand that the por’'var era should be viewed as a monolithic process, without 
the blinders of the pet bourgeoisie. 


[Answer] To use the. « ula of the “decade of obsession" does not mean to be a 
petit bourgeois. Ever au Sararu speaks of the authentic tragedies of the period. 
A decade of obsession a.d exist. Its errors were criticized in party documents. 

Up to 1964-1965 the socialist revolution saw a qualitative stage which differed 
from the next one. We cannot make the last 15 years of the revolution equal to 

the ones prior to them. It would be as if we were confusing the 5th party congress 
with the 9th congress. To discuss the view of the novels inspired by the "decade 
of obsession" is something else, with this sometimes not lacking a minor stake, 

a narrowness of view, a prescription, a fad, a fastidious calculation. I propose 
adequate exactingness against false demands. 


[Question] What do you mean by "false demands?" What do they consist of? 


[Answer] Of an unnatural tension in the direction of absolute exactingness, applied, 
however, very unilaterally and in an earthly way. Prejudices are still operating. 
Certain subjects, certain literary types, certain literary desirables still are be- 
ing condemed. As I was saying, is this not a typical demonstration of an involun- 
tary standardizing spirit? Don't you think it curious that some people demonstrate 
an undissociated resistance to patriotic poetry, to political poetry, to literature 
with rural themes, to historical subjects? Don't you think the fervor with which 
the books with these orientations sometimes are combatted is too sullen? Don't you 
find it is with too little consistency that solutions are sought, that coloquiums 
are established in order to repudiate this literature? Don't you think that this 
attitude lacks precisely the detached contemplation of the literary act in its nat- 
ural development? Particularly since the bad example obstinately is being sought 
just here and never, or very rarely, in other directions. Of course, you have asked 
for examples. Here are several.Alexandru was considered a great poet up to and in- 
cluding "Vamile Pustiei."” Omce he wrote "Imnele Moldovei" (Hymn to Moldavia) and 
"Imnele Transilvaniei" (Hymn to Transylvania), the poet was dethroned without hesita- 
tion. I do not see here some inevitable objections, just as in any other case, but 
a turnaround of 180°. Edgar Papu is a fine and erudite comparative writer when he 
shows the Germans’ protochronism and, suddenly, he becomes a ridiculous individual 
when he tries to show protochronism for Romanian literature ("From Our Classics"). 
Don't you think it eloquent that nothing is written about Adrian Paunescu's poetry, 
which was violently attacked at the Lasi Poetry Colloquium, according to its value 
and importance, not even with the occasion of a book like "Manifest Pentru Sanata- 
tea Pamintului"” (Manifesto for a Healthy Earth)? Idiosyncrasies still operate 
against the clarity of statements which mimic the calm reception of values. 


[Question] I think what you are saying is convincing. But what conclusions can 
be drawn from this? 
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[Answer] That the elitism fought by [bratleanu formerly against making its ap- 
pearance dressed as aestheticizing purisms. Literary elitism  prefurs less 

earthly subjects, less crude subjects; isn't it so that it detests "pasture writing" 
and, of course, does not agree with a direction such as that of the former VIATA 
ROMANESTI, whose slogan was the duty toward the people. Elitist symptoms or fea- 
tures are enough. The theory of the comfortable, lazy, stupid and imbecilic rea- 

der incapable of decinhering the subtleties of modern literature has been made in- 
sistently in Romania. It expresses an elitist tendency, an attempt at making the 
reader feel guilty. This same tendency also is illustrated by the perseverent cut 

of some writings which have no reader audience, generally unreadable , but faith- 
ful to an elitist model. We also can discover an elitist vactor in the excessive 
reliance placed by some people on the specialization of the criticial act and on 

the use of ostentatious terminology which is inaccessible to the layman. The re- 
cent attacks on G. Calinescu also have come from this area. I do not wish to des- 
cribe a system, but rather to indicate several aspects of it. Total "votevod-phobia" 
as a sign of disinterest in the past also is an elitist plune. They also are seen 

in the attitude toward historical literature. The cycle "Zapezile de Acum un Veac" 
(The Snows of a Century Ago) by Paul Anghel, for example, did not find criticism pre- 
pared tor such a construction. 


[Question] Give me a case of a reception lacking the calm of value. 


[Answer] The idiosyncrasy for Eugen Barbu, for example, is an old one and begins 
with "Groapa"” (The Hole). The romanticism of the periphery was felt to be suspect. 
Whoever writes the literary history of this period will be struck by the effort of 
literary criticism of the time to keep Eugen Barbu in a kind of literary quarantine. 
The reaction also is observed in other books written by Barbu. The critical apodic- 
tism of the time, the quintessence of which is the literary magazine, exercised a 
strict control over the literary glories. It built by eliminating, regardless of the 
clear value of one writer or another. It was just one step from here to the creation 
of a Barbu case. Which also was done, with the unreserved contribution of Eugen Bar- 
bu. The history of the postwar literary exclusivism cannot be written by avoiding 
the idiosyncrasy with Eugen Barbu,and neither can the sometimes unjust pamphlet 
tirades of the latter. 


[Question] Why are you dwelling on Eugen Barbu's literature? 


[Answer] Please remember that the dwelling on the name, person and literature of 
Eugen Barbu does not belong only to me. You will find it in plentiful supply in 
others. But I do not think we should be like the ostrich who wants to pretend he 
does not know what is going on. Not to talk about all this means to be an accom- 
plice to an expelling trend. 


[Question] More specifically? 


[Answer] Eugen Barbu is a writer of indisputable value. His case illustrates the 
extraliterary stake of some recent discussions. The proof? Following them, Fu- 
gen Barbu disappeared from the manual for modern Romanian literary history for the 
12th grade. In its place appeared Alexandru Ivasiuc. The rule according to which 
one writer is lowered in order to have another one rise in his place is illustrated 
here perfectly. Other commentaries are unnecessary. 


[Question] Perhaps the readers will be surprised to find that M. Ungheanu, the au- 


thor of a book on Marin Preda, speaks like this about a writer who often attacked 
Marin Preda. 
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|Anewer| Literary rivalries should not become civil wara through taking one side 
or another, Especially since the artiatic structure of the two writers, which 
difters so much, 1@ 4 good of modern Romanian literature, from which the, can- 
not part. For me, Marin Preda's position does not mean an anti-Barbu position, 
even if the late great writer himself understood it in this way. Regretfully | 
must say that the rivalry between the two writers was kept up by the clientele 
guards surrounding each of them. However, I do know that Marin Preda reviewed 
Eugen Barbu's writing in all sertousness and that he had an artiat's dise*'tafac- 
tion when it seemed to him that tne novelist Barbu was not respecting th: condition: 
“He has all the data of a Celine of the Romanians," Preda said about Barbu. “We 
has a vocation for black view as nobody ever had in Romanian literature. Why 

does he rely only on this?" 


[Question] If IL were to tell you there is a lessening of critical responses to 
Marin Preda's works, would | be giving a mistaken opinion?’ 


[Answer] Not exactly. This also happened following the death of the imposing 
president of the Union of Writers, Zaharia Stancu. Marin Preda's job-<director 

of "Romanian Books" and vice president of the Union of Writers--activated many 

pens during hie lifetime. A relative quiet followed the choir of superlatives for 
"Cel Mai L[ubit Dintre Paminteni". But Marin Preda's works will demand their rights 
in time. And they will do themselves justice. 


[Question] But by discussing Marin Preda or Eugen Barbu so much, are we not taking 
a risk in restricting presentation of our literature today? 


|Answer) The horizon for modern Romanian literature is so rich and complex that it 
cannot be exhausted in one interview. I have all faith in the representatives of 
the new generation of writers who are beginning to assume with all responsibility 
the major problems of Romanian literature as if they are of their own awareness. 

it is the only way by which the newcomers to literature can free themselves from 
the uproar over literary battles with false stakes. They are starting to under- 
Stand that they are not living through dispensation and that the great works do 

not have to be written only by the older ones. Many times, the veterans have disap- 
pointed us through the absence of an integrating literary awareness. (I am leaving 
aside these veterans’ predilection for seasonal editions, from which the old inci- 
dental texts have been eliminated.) The groans that the great generation is gone 
and that, oh dear, Romanian licerature is a wasteland have no meaning. To intoxi- 
cate the young generation with these ideas means to demobilize it. When our very 
talented youne novelists understand that each one of them is dutybound to write a 
great novel for Romanian literature, regardless of what his predecessors did, their 
indisputable science of writing will take on high moral and artistic justification. 


(Question) There are voices claiming that vou exercise authoritarian control over 
the critical texts appearing in LUCEAFARUL. This would be in conformity with some or- 
lers which steal the capability for initiative from the particular critics. 
\Answer|) From what I know, since the complaint has not come from V. F. Mihaescu, 
.lexandru Condeescu, Paul Dugneanu, Artur Silvestri, Dan C. Mihailescu, the 
itt. is classified from itself. It is true that I made the mistake of not let- 


em exercise their warlike spirit on E. Simion, N. Manolescu and “. lorgu- 
Le . After the persons mentioned gave their opinions, I eliminated this single 
interdiction. 





[Question] But what is Mihal Ungheanu writing’ 


[Anewer! I am writing what you see in LUCEAFARUL and I have prepared for publi- 
cation a volume of interviews and one of studies, 


[Question] Other plans? 


|Anewer) I announced in another interview, compelled by my interviewer, a book 
entitled "Biblioteca Proiecteior Esuate"” (The Library of Failed Plans) which pro- 
poses to talk of the wrecks of some great plans from Romanian literature, that is, 
the dramatic condition of this literature. 


[Question] What you are telling me sounds mucii too interesting not to ask you for 
details. 


[Anewer] An article of this title, prudently changed by my former editor-in-chief 
Nicolae Dragos, entitled "The Library of Unfulfilled Plans," was published in LI’- 
CEAFARUL. The person who illustrates one of the cases in "Library" is Nicolae 
Balcescu. It is captivating to follow Romanian literature in its draft phase. A 
development by burning stages, as our literature had, sacrificed very many plans 
which, analyzed, make up the genuine appearance of this literature. There is not 
one important Romanian writer who does not have an unfinished plan in his drawer. 
Titu Maiorescu wanted to write a history of the Romanians. Rebreanu planned a 
novel entitled "Pacala si Tindala” in a heroic-comic style. I think we can remain 
with his nostalgia. Pavel Dan was getting documents for a novel which remains un- 
written. The plans of the promising Alexandru Sahia are in the same situation. 
Marin Preda planned a book on Vlad Tepes, suggested by Iorga's "History of the ®o- 
manians." An as yet unexplored universe but one which, reestablished, would speak 
with unexpected eloquency about the hidden aspiration of Romanian literature. 


[Question] Finally, what can you tell us about literary life and its public organs? 


[Answer] I feel that having Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu promote a broad dialogue 

of the party leadership with the writers is a sign of real democratization. A real 
democratization also is needed in the life of the Union of Writers. The associa- 
tions and sections are completely inactive, stripped of their duties. But a para- 
graph exists in the union's statutes which excludes the majority of members from 

the life of the community. Which is not natural. 


[Ovestion] How do you think Romanian literary and cultural realities are reflected 
in other countries? 


‘Answer! The circulation of Romanian books in the world is a continually new prob- 
lem, although an old one. However, I do not think it is recommended for them--the 
books--to advance by becoming subordinate to western recipes. But by that plus of 
personality and propaganda support which, in this case, is indispensable. Much is 
being done here regarding the picture of our literature and our culture, as it is 
projected outside the country, but more still has to be done. Among other things, 

I think a decisive public rebuff is needed of the denigrating campaign conducted 
from outside the country against some writers and some of our books. A rebuff not 
only from some isolated writers but, in particular, from the leadership of the Union 
of Writers. This is their duty of honor. 
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